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Tbe issue of Bi'ninal coBpctency testinq let bigb 
scbool qraduation and grade tq .grade (xcBotion aa a aetbcd of 
.SBpfaaslzinq^ tfte teacbing or basic skillB and gaatantceing tbat tbe 
biqb scbool' diploea «i'll.**BealI sosetbing" bat received nidesptead 
legislative attention in recent years. In tbie xepdrt^ data 
pertaining to tbe enfotcusent of BlniiaLcQsceteDcr testing in eacb, 
State are presented, specif ic'infotsat'ion Ib ptcvidc'd by State, sitb 
regard to. Federal legislatlcn (pending). State legislation |«nacted 
and fallacy State board of cdacatlon rsiingB, State departaent.of 
ttd«cation activity and local district activity • It ncted tbat as 
of April 1976# four States bad enacted legitlaticn an^ tocc State 
boardsrof education' Jbad adopted regalatiosa e&ndbting sosc fors of 
■Inisal cospetency testing. Bills «ecc pending in eigbt state 
legislatures, and five State boarda bad atudies ondexsay* Ibe data 
^bo« tbat: |1) eleven states bave enacted legislatioA and tsenty 
State boardiB bave adopted regulations rC'garding siniiial cf spetency 
testing; 13) stadias or beamings are in progress in nine tjle n otber ' 
Statee; and |3) state boards are eore likely to include life skills 
and otber subjects in addition to tbe tasdcs tban are State 
legislatures. <BI) 



• •*«••«««* «»*«Mt««* «*•••••*••••««•••••«*«••«•••«««««««««««« «*•••««•• 

* BeproQfctions supplied^ i)xJBDBS ere tbe best tbat can be sade 



' ,tr<im tbe ovi.ginal dccnsent 



fJLv J 1978 



o ■ 



\ 



CO 

C 



ERIC 



UPDATE VII 1 MINIMAL COMPETENCY TESTING 




Prepared by 
Chris Piphb, Associate Director 
Research and Information Department 
, Education Connnission of ttm states 
1860 Lincoln, . #300 ^ 
Denver, Colorado 80295 
(303) 861*4917 - X 213 

November 15, 1977 . 



4^ 



UPDATE VIl: MINIMAL COMPETENCY TESTING 



Report No. lOS 



Prepared by Chris Pipho^ Associate Director 
ECS Research and Information Department 
Russell Vlfia^deren, Director 



Copies' of this report are ai^ailab^e from the Education Comaission of 
the States, 1860 Lincoln Street., Suite 300, Denver^ Colorado 80295. 
For each book, please* send S6.SQ to cover costs, including postage and 
handling. P.re|}ay«ent is^ required, 



rNTROOUCTlON 

: 1- 



Minimal^ competency testing for high school graduation and gradc*to* ^ . 
grade promotion continues ^o be one of the most \j;plo5ive issues on the 
educcftional scene today,, from the standpoint of both controversy and spread 
of practice. There seem's to be ample miditle.^ground in the controversy but 
few have cjhosen to tread it* Enthusiastic. proponents ^elleyo they have found 
a way to force greater enphasi^ on the basic skills and to' guarantee ^hat the 
high school diploma will ^eaii thAt certain skirts and facts will, have been' , 
mastered by the/graduate Tather uian -m^'an tHat the graduate h^s **'put in his - 
time/' They cannot understand the reluctance^ opponents have in placing confix 
denc^ in standardiied Mstii or in **guaranteeirfg'* a certain minimum level of ^ 
proficiency for air students- regardless of ability* Opponents generally ste 
the movement as a punitive measure against the schools and as a means of 
holding the schools and the teachers accountable for results that are, depend*' 
ent on a host of variables over which they have no control* One faction ask^: 
'*Just what are the competencies you speak of* who is going to define them* how 
are the standards to be set, how are they to'be measured^and what about life 
skills/ citizenship, moral development and art?'* The answer; '*We*re talking 
about reading; writing and arithmetic— just teach those well and the students 
will pick up the rest. Use standardized tests—you ve beenMoiiig it for^years— 
so we* 11 know how our kids stack up wi^h the rest," Thoughtful p^ple* however, 
are beginning to pay serioifs' attention to the problems attendant to the whole 
concept , ■ ' ^ , ■ 

Probably no Concept in recent years has received such widespread 
attention, either legislatively or by state board adoption* Si|ice April of 
1976, .the Research and Information Department has issued six 'Hlpdates*' in an 
attempt to keep pace with developments* This is 'the seventh* ^ ^s of April IS, 
1976, 6our states had enacted legislation and four state boarts of educafion * 
had adopted regulations mandating some form of minimal competency testing. 
Bills were pending in eight state legislatures and five s^ate^mards had 
studies under way. Today* 11 states have enacted legislation and 20 state 
boards have adopted regulations, for a total of 31* Activity is occurring 
in the other 19 ^states either at the local* level, by state department study 
or legislative hearings. The debate has reacheil the federal level with 
proponents and opponents of nationwide standards testifying 'before Congress. 
Representative Mdttl of Ohio has introduced two bills that would impose 
national standards in the absence of state standards, it appears at^this 
writing, however, that the mandatory nature^ of the bills will be altered. 

With this publication, tke Education Coomiission of the States has 
attempted to provide you with the Current status of the concept with no 
editorialiiing or in-depth analyses. Preliminary analysis reveals one 
interesting facet, however — state boards are more apt to add life skills and ; 
other subjects in addition to the 3 R*s than are %tate legislatures.^ The 
reader should be aware that ECS has adopted no off icial . position on minimal 
competency testing. It has conducted four regional conferences oh the subject 
and'has received much valuable input from the conferee*^* The ECS Policy Com* 
mittee is studying the- issue with the goal of ^developing a policy statement 

for consideration at; the 1978 annual meeting of ECS* 

. * : ^ ■ -^^ ^ ■ ' * 

^ Russell, B- Vlaanderen, Director ' 

Resfcarch and Information department 
. • Education Commission of the States * 



' ' , MINIMAL COMPETENCY TESTING 
STATE ACTIVlTf 

Federal Legislation — Pijndlfi^* ' . , * 
State Leglslaltlon^^ EAacted and Failed 
State Board of Education Rulings ^ ^ 
^tate Apartment of Education Activity 
Lpcal District Activity (Incomplete listing) 



ALABAMA - 1977^ Legislation^ fFalledl : 

SB 79 / Would have local school boards' dcTvelop standards of 'prof Iciency In order /to 
evaluate student progress In the performance of academic and basic skills* ' The^ 
state department of education is to assist local boards ^y developing examples of 
minimal academic standards for high sdhool graduation Including perforqiance.lndl- - 
cators. Implementation deadline for local districts Is June l» 1978* ^ / ^ 
Reported out. of committee^ died on caLehdar. ^ 

- 1977^ State Department of Education : C^pt'lng 1&77* Repocted in Update VI 
: \ 6/1/77) . 

■The» Graduation Requirements Task Forc^ — a 24-jperson task force appointed the * 
s^ate department of education and chaired by'Br. Frank Schneidbr^ local d^trlct 
principal^ made the folj^owlng reconoendatlons to the ^ state board of education In 
March of 1977: In order to reccfive a high school diploma/ ^t^<l<£nts should be able 
to a ba^ic skills examination: This examination Is to be given as early as 
the ninth grade with provisions for re-takli)g the test each year, 'Students' not 
passing the examination would re,celve a Certificate of Attendance rather than a 
high school diploma/ The task forcjt also recommended that the state department of ^ 
education develop general guidelines and that local districts develop the appropriate 
standards. The state superintendent of 'etlucatlon has appointed a committee^ to begin 
work on this recommendation* / ; . I 

^The task force recommendation Is expected to be dcte^^upon by the state board of 
education in its June 1977 meetings 



- FaH^ 1977t State Department of. Education; 

The task force reconnendatlon *(see^ above) was approve^ by the Hoard of education. 
The superintendent of education has a^qiolnted a committee of 100 to ^study and make 
recoonendatlons on the standajrds and high s^ool diploma l^sue. The committee Is 
made up of SO educators and SO jfltliens Ci^^c^tKling representatives o6 the 
Legislature), This committee Is directed W a steering comittee ^of twenty and 
Is expected to make dts final reccHnmenddt»h5 to the st&te board ofi Educators by 
July 1^ 1978. ' . . ' , - 



^ SdttcJtion Commi$§icit of the StattM 



For noro Ln£ornatlon bontact,: 

Or* .Klchard Causey 
Asst* 6ir*p DLV* of Instruction 
State l)tpt« of S<t*» Rooa 607 
State Office Building 
HonttfoMryi Mabana 36po 



C ' - IS 
o£ November, 



C^S) 832-3890 
1978^ legislation : 



■ f 

As of Noveaber, no legislation had been pre-filcd for'thc 1978 session. 

- 1977. Ucal District : 

On Septettber 20» ^1977 the HuntsvLlle City School Board approved the Super^ 
*lntendefii;*5 proposal that an* ad hoc cottLttee be a^roved to engage in an 
in-depth study and develop a paster p^an f<ir enablLshihg a mlniivun com- 
petency stendards program £br high schdbl graduation. The coomittee is 
scheduled to submit a master^lan no later than July 1» 1978*^ 

For more LiiformatLon contact: 

Or* Don Ttig'gs ^ , 
'* Asst, Siqpt* i0T Instruction / ' 
Huntsvllle City Schools 
P. 0. Box 12S6 

HuntsyUle, Wa*j™^ ^ 

(205) 539*2111 



ALASKA - 1977, State Department of Educatlwi : (Reportbd in Update VI, 6/1/77) 

New high school graduation requirement/\dQpted by the Alaska Department o^-Educa- 
ti«ti permit lo^ districts to graduate high school students on the basis com* 
peten^* To date no districts, have adopted^a total system of coqpetehcy^based high 
school graduatlvm* *IiOcid ^dlstri'cts working cnl^thla problem are working on an identl* 
fiction of levels of. cnftet^ikfy *- these have been ccmverted back to, Carnegie tfoits 
or time requirements according to the jitate d^artpant of education. 

A Stata Department of Education Steering ^Committee cm Small Secondary Schools is 
eiqplormg the whole issue of ooqpetency-bajfed high school gtaduatimi* 



Alaska*s statewide ^sessment program, testing in grades 4 and 8»^ has not been , 
iised iot developing coaj^ency high schboi/^gxaduatlon requirements or grade pro* 

imotlon* ^ . * ^ " 

. ■ . , ' ^" . -7 ■■ - ^ ■ ■ ► , 

- Fall^g77, State Departaient of Sducatdoirr r- * . 

The final report' lesued by the Steering Committee on Sonill Secondar^Schools did 



AU\SK/V • Fall 1977j State Department of Education (continued) : 

nat make my recoramoidatLons on the subjbct oi: conpetency^based high school jgradua^* 
tlon* " \ 

Th* department of , education is planning a district-by-dlsprict survey of competency- 
based activity later this school year* 

- 1977i Local^ District : * ✓ ^ ^ 

Kotliac Island Borough School District 
North. Slope Boroujlh School District 

Southj|£pst Regional Attendance Area . ^ 

Adak School District 

Galena School District . . ^ 

Juneau School District . % 

Anchorage School Pistrlct 

For more information concact: * ' 

Richard Luther 

Department p£ Program Development and 

Dissemination * " 

State Department of Education 
Pouch V ' - . 

Junifitau* Alaska 99801 
(907) 46S-2842 
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ARIZONA - 1975, Stace Department, of Education : ('deported in UPDATE VI, e/l/r::) 



Effective January 1, 197^, school di-5tricts are required to havC-Atudent^ r^^Ving 
the standard eighth grade cevcjj^catct able t) read* write and cQfopute at^ the f ^uiieth- ^ 
grade level* High school sVt^nts must demonitvate an jattility to read, wrlteA;]i^ 
compute at the ninth^grade level* ^ . ^ 

- 1976> Legi^iation (Failed) : (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) . 

SB 1138 Cpassed^senate* died in house committee) This bill^would have restricted 
current state board ruling by not allowing the state uniform' achievement evaluation 
to be used to establish minintum achievement levels* 



ERiC 



1977, Ugislation fFalled): (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 



H 2160 Would require the state school superintendent "and the state board of educa- 
tion to develop a stac^wide standard testing program for grades 1-12* .The results 
^f the'tests would be correlated to individual 'pupils'* dlass sizes, teachers, teachers' 
experience an<i salarlea^ \Jhe state board of education would also be mandated to 
div£de class time of 2nd - ^th grades into '^verbal and quantitative segments" and 
furJCht»r stipulates th^re woul^ be no unauthorized segment skipping. 

The bill also .contained anV*earh^ out" provision by allowing any person C^ge 




1 

* , 



r 



WliTJONA - 1977^ Lejtlilatl'On (Failed) (continued) : 

Older was deleted) to take the General' Educational Devolopncnt C^ED). tests and re- 
ceive h high school certificate of ( eq^v^^l^ncy If a passing score was achieved* 



- Fall 1977^ State 



Depat 



t^ent\ 



f Education: 



The state departmnt.of education Is In the process of loplenentlng a method of 
gathering Information froitfl^icai school district im jonpllance with the state board 
of education matidAte on high school and '8th grade graduation. This data will be 
available at the end of the J97S school year* "iPVetest guidelines and non-compl lance 
penalties are under study^ . ^ ' 

For more information contact: 

Or^ Barbara Davis ' \ 

Arltona State Depqjrtment of Education 
^^535 Ifest 4effer5on . 
lUioenix* Arizona' 85007 * , 

Ce02) 271-4880 * - , 



- 1978 Legislation : 

Legislation sinilar to'H 2160 
Movenber of 1977. ■ 



■J 

Is oxp 



xpected*^^ Mothlr^ had been pr^*filed by mid* 



'yi^ 6/1/77) 

^j^strict testing bill* 
Bpt the follotdng pro- 



^Ka^l by 



**State department of education ^hall by June U 1978 develop 

siinijawa perfoiiaance standards %r gradliation from secondary 

schools ^d ainimm performance educational goals for various t 

grades- and subject areas within-the-p^l^lc schools*'* 

' ' - / ' * . ' : 

The '^ni^ium performance. educational go&l^^re to include the.ba^slc skill areas 

of rea41n>|a'writing and mathematics* 

* r ^ " ■ , ' - 

1977, LegisUttoft ' CEnacted) ; 

Act 484" Mndates the"^ state board of education, after conducting statewide 'Hearings* 
to establish goals of educatl<^ for Arkansas* the Act also calls for the setting 
of minimum perfonnuukce education goals^ , . 

^^ActSl£ Requires 4ach school district to annually report to the state department 
oi educatl^on information on all national standarized achievraent tests administered 
to students^ This Information is tp include: subject ar^as tested^ ^grade level;, 
date of test and test results* ^e data is to s6rve as a basis for comparison by . 

■ category^ ■ . V ' . , * ' 



ERIC * , 



-4- 
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A;tf:rVi5AS - , (cewitlnucd) 



- ■ Fall 1977, State Department ftf Education Activitx ; , 

' 111' 

The departmcrtl^of education has established a statewide goal5 of education coomitteo 
of 91 people. County and school district meetings have been held during the fall. 
Reconaoendations of this committee will be presented to the state board of education 
in Oeccmbcr;0f 1977* 1 ' ' ' 

The pra^:^ ^ of setting jninimuo'performance educat^/jn goals for grades 5*6 $ 8 will , 
" take place between December 1977 and March 1978* . 

Fdr wre information contact; 

Or, Sheng^BUi Peterson 
Arkansas Department of Edtucation 
t . * Capitol Mall 

Little Rock* Arkansas 72201 - ' 

(S«l) 371-1766 
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CALIFORNIA 



1-975-1976, Legislation JEnacted) : Reported in UPDATE VI, f^fUTt) 

(pro viding for funding) of 1975 The two acts combined 
HigR 



roviding for funding) of 1975 The two acts 
School Proficiency Test. Sixteen- and 17-year-61dSj 



SB 1112 of 1972 and SB 1243 
provide for the California 
upon successful, complexion of/ the test* may be awarded a ,pr9f iciency certificate 
legally equivalent to a^high^school diploma* They may leaVe. high ^ool if they 
pass the test and r^f^ive parent permission* The test covers thojprocess areas 
of reading and computation and the content areas of consumer economics and mathe* 
matics. ' s 

SB 1S02> Ch* 315. {1976) . Will change the existing '*early out'* minimal competency 
^test program by making it available ^to citizens^ over the age of 18. The effects 
of this law on the existing GEO h^8h school equivalency program are not clear* 

AB 3408, eh, S56 (1976)' Requires districts to establish standards ^f proficiency 
in thie basic skill areas « including 'reading, writing and computation. It also pro- 
vides that stxidents be feste<4 at least once during grade 7 through 9 and twic^ be- 
tween grades IQ and 11* Parent^student-prihcipal-t^^C^ter conferences and remedial 
classes ^are ^0 be aznraaged for those students who fail to demonstrate' minimal pro- 
ficiency* No student can receive a^high schogl diploma after June 1980. unless he^ 
or she passed the proficiency test. - ^ ; ^ " ' / 

AB 2723^ Ch. '473 (1976) Requires that examples of minimal academic standards for 
high' school graduation be prepared and distributed by the California State Board 
of Education*, This is to include criteria utilised^ by the department of education 
in dev<elo[fing standards for competency in basic skills for 4:he high sdiool profi- 
ciency exaiii* The effective date 'is January 1. 1977* (Mote: Performance^ndicators 
were- distributed to Schools in Apri'l of 1977*) 
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Kdxt^H^Commvman of th^ StQtea 



CAilFORNU - (continued) 

) - 1976, Ugislation (Fa^jlod] : CReported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 

^ ^B 1731 The aeasure enconpasses recooMndations ma4o b/ the RISE CR^fortn iu Inter- 
Mdiate and 'Secondary Education) Ccwnnissli^n. One of th^ provisions h( pht bill is 
a re(|uireoient for the testing of ttininal competenc/ Tn'basic skill9 and other areas* 

AB 2Sj5& This bill prohibits the admission Or pcromotlon of an elementary gra<le pupil 
to any particular 'g^ade unless reading at^ility 'Ls at least equal to that prescribed 
for pupils in* the next lower grade* Ability is to be ^tormined in a manner pre** 
scribed by the state bqard of education. 

* ACft 19S Requests rt)e state department of education to takejiecessary measures to 
ensure that no student will be, parsed to the second grade without the ability to 
know and write the alphabet* know basic language sounds, and pass a standard read* 
ing test devHoped by the depa'rtnent. *> 

* 1977, legislation (Failed) : 

3S7 Would require elementary school' districts by June U 1979, to adopt standards 
of proficiency in the basic skills* , Th£^ bill would have students tested at least 
twijce during the fourth through sixth grades and at Ijeast once from sixth through 
eighth grades* Conferences between pupil/jparent/principal/teachers would be required 
irTthe pupil falls short of the standards* (Note: An amended partial version of thris 
bin was included iji enact^ Afl'eS;^ / 

* 1977, Legislation (Enacted) : ■ . 

AB 65r> Ou 894 Is the Mew Finance" and Restructuring of Education Act* IiKf^luded is 
a section on student progress in 'elementary and secondary education* l^part^ it 
reads as follows; / ' * 

**3121S. The governing board or* each school district mainta^ng a junior or senior 
^ high school saall, by June 1, 1978, adopt standards of proficiency in basic skills 
■ for pupils attending; school^ within its school district* , . ' ^ 

The governing board of each school district'maintaining grades 6 or 8, or the equiva- 
lent« shali« by Jme 1« 1979^ adopt standards of proficiency in basic skills for 
pupils attending such grades* [ .[ . 

Such standardii shall include^ but need not be limited to« reading' co«9prehension« 
writing^ a|id computation skills^ in the English .l^guage, necessary to success in 
schqol ^d life experiences^ and shall be such as will enable individual achievement 
) to be ascertained and evaluated* ^ Differential standards and assessment procedures 
, nay be adopted for ptiplls with diagnosed learning disabilities* 

Covemiiig boards maintaining elementary or junior high schools located within a'scHobl 
di;ftrict maintaining a high' schc^l shall adopt standards'^of proficiency in basic 
skills which are articulated with those standards adopted by the school district 
> maincaifiiog thq high,$chool* : . / 

' Designated employees of all school districts located within a high school district 
and Ma or more designees of the high school distrl<l|^ shall meet prior to June 1» 




^ ALiFORMA - 1977^ legislation fiinacted) tcontrnued) : 

iDT9t to plan for articulation ot elenientarV and high ^c^hooJ proficiency standard^', 
and necessary thereafter to review the effectiveness of such articulation proce- 
dures. 

Standard^ of proficiency, shall be adopted by the governing board with the active 
iovolveiaent of parents broadl) reflective of the 3ocioecononic\ composition of the 
district^ aJmlnistrMors» teachersi counselors, and, -with respect to standards in 
secondary schools, pupils, 

Sl»16« Beginning in the 1978*79 school year, the governing board of each district 
aaintaining a Junior or senior high school, an^ beginning in the 1979-80 school year, 
the governing board of eac1i district maintaining an elementary school, shall take 
appropriate steps to^ensure that individual puplt progress towards proficiency in 
basic skills is assessed In the^glish language during the regular instructional 
progran at least once during/the 4th through 6th gr::de experience, once during the 
7th through 9th grade experience and twice during the 10th through Uth grade experi- 
ence, provided that any pupil who deoonstrates proficiency up to prescribed levels 
for graduation from high school need not be reassessed. Nothing in this section 
shall preclude any district from ^conducting an assessnient of any pupil in Eng^lish 
and in the nativ^. language of such pupil* ^ 

It is the intent of the Legislature that pupil assessments measure the progress of- 
each pupil in mastering basic skills rather than the pupil's performance relative 
to his or her classoiates* 

In the case of any pupil who does not demonstrate sufficient progress toward mastery 
of basic skills so that he or she will be able to meet prescribed standards upon 
exit from the 6th»-3th» or 12th grade, whichever is appropriate^^the principal shall 
arrange a tonference among the principal or the principal' s designee, the parent or 
guardian of th& pupil« and a teacher familiar with the pupiKs progress to disc^ss 
the results of the individual pupil assessment and recommended actions to further 
the pupil's progress. 

The secondary school pupil shall attend the conference. The elementar>' school pupil 
shall attend iha conference unless the principal's designee and the parent or guardian 
agree that such presence would not be in the pupil's best interest. 

The pupil and the parent or guardian shall be re<^ested in writing to attend the ^ 
conference. Such notice shall be writte^Nin the primary language of the parent or 
guardian, whenever practicable, ^ 

Absent a resj>onse froa the parent or guardian the school shall make a reasonable 
effort to contact him or her by other means to conintunicatc directly the information 
contained in the written request^ ^ • 

0 \ 

At the conference, the principal or the principal's designee shall describe the 
instructional program which shall be provided to assist the pupil to master basic 
' skills, ^ If the parent or guardian does not attend the conference the principal or 
the principal's designee $hall communicate such iiffotrtation by other ineans within 
lO days of the dat^ ot the. conference* 
\ * 

Instruction in basic skills shall be provided fdr any pupU who does not demonstrate ^ 

. ■ 1-1- 
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1077 t LoalsLation (Enacted^ jcontinucdj ; 



CALIFOKNIA 

sufficient progress toward master/ of basic skills and shall continue until the 
pupil hiS'be^n &Lvon numerous opportunities to achieve olaster/. 

S1217. Subsequent to June 19$0, no pupil shall receive a diploma of j^raduatlon from 
high school if he or she has not met the. standards of prof iclency^*'in basic skills . 
prescribed by the secondary school di'strict governing bdard. 

The state board of education shall, by Februjiry 1» 1978» prepare and distribute to 
each sch&or district maintaining a Junior or senior high,^chool« and by October 1, 
1978, prepare and flistribute to each district maintaining an elementary- school « a 
framework* fcTr assessing pupil proficiency in redding comprehension* writing, and 
conpuCation skills. Such framework shall include a range of assessment items in 
each skill area. The' assessment framework sh^lt be provided solely to assist each 
school district in the development of'lts own pupil assessments as required py Sec* 
tion 51216. ■ * ^ 

N'othing ia this section shall be^construed to authoriie or permit the statQ boiril 
cf education to adopt statewide minimum proficiency standards-for high school sradua^ 
tion. " » ^ 

SEC. 4$. 3. Section S122S of the Education Code is amended to read: 

S122S. No pupil shall receive a diploma of graduation from high school who has not 
completed the course of study prescribed by the governing board. Requirements for 
graduation shall include: ^ 
(a) English., ■ * * 

^) Amcric;^ history^ # . 

Cc) American government. 

(d) Mathematics. ' , ■ 

' (e) Science. » - ' 

Cf) Physical education* ixiless the pupil has been exempted pursuant to the pro* 
visions of this code. r 
(g) Such other subjects as may be prescribed.^ 

The governing board » with the active ir^yoiyement of.parents, admiijistraxors, teachers* 
and students, shall, by JanuatV 1# 1579, aifopt alternative means for students to ' 
complete the prescribed course of study whijch may iticluile practical aemonstration \ 
of , skills and competencies^ work experience: or othtfr outside school ej^rlence^^ 
interdi'sciplinaTy study, independent study* and credit earned at a postsecondmm/ 
institution^ Requirements for graduation anctg^eci^ied alternative modes for com- 
pleting the prescribed course of study shall be made Available to students,' parents, 
and irtie public." ^ - 

* F^all 1977, State Department of ^ducat^on Activity : 

The early exit test is now moving into .its third year of operation. The California 
high school proficiency test was/given^thc^ times in 1976*77 with approximately 
10*000 to 11,000 students and adults talcing the test ^^ach time# -Ten percent of each 
: grouij tested has consisted of adults., Severftl foUow-up studie of the program'are 
in progress. The National Institute for Educatrqn {NIE} stu<^ snould 6e completed' 
late in 1977. . ' ^ 



f 



FRJC ' 



IE 



■ . , • ■ 

CALIFOfcN I A - Fall 197?^ State Department of Education Activitj- Ccont ifiucdj : 

Fbr Dorc inforsiation contact:. 

Dale Carlson . . 

California pepartnent of Education 

(916) 3:2-2200 

The. Callfomta Departoeat of Education's Office of ^Prograa Evaluation and Research 
has coflipl<^ted and -continues to work on a variety of assistance tools for school di^^ 
tricts implementing the **Hart Law'* (AB 3408) and the new A3 6S. In November of 1977 
the 'department field tested 1,400 test items for frUdes 7*9 6 11, School and Survival 
Skills, In the Spring of 197S, 600*900 test Items for grades S-7 will be field 
tested, 

10 October of 1977 all i^hool districts received copies of A Technical Assistance 
Guide for Proficiency Assessoent . Copies of this guide oay be purchased by writing 

tot 

Dlc>: Stiles " 
^ Office of Program Evaluation , ■ 

and Research , ■ ^ 
7Z\ Capitol Mall * " 

Sacramento, California 9SSid 
(916) 445-0:97 



COLORADO - i973VLej£islation {Enacted! : (Reported in UPDATE Vl, 6/i/77J 

S3 ISO of 1975 {C.R.S. 22r-?2-l09|S) , The Act stipulates ^that if a local board of 
education- inposes any special prif icienc^ytest for graduation from the l2th grade 
beyond the regular requirements for satiSjKictory completion ^f the courses' and hours 
prescribed for graduation, the results <jf such tests shall be used by school dis- 
tricts to design regular or special classes to aeet the needs of all children^ as 
indicated by overall test results * ' If a school board decides to impose such pro- 
ficiency tests, such tests shajT^bft given at least twice during each school year 
with Initial testifjg to take Place in the ninth grade * Any child who does not ^ • 
satisfactorily fulfill ^he requirements of special proficiency tests imposed under 
the provisions of the act ha II be provided with remedial or tutorial services 
during the school day in the sufaject^area in which the t»st indicates deficiencies 
for graduaJtion purposes^ -Such child shall be provided with these services from 
the time of the initial testlftg mtil such time as the results of the special pro* 
ficiency test ai*e satisfactory* Parents of children not satisfactorily fulfilling 
the requirements of a special proficiency test shall be provided with all special 
prof i<^ytcy ^est scores for their child a minimum of once each semester** ' 

- Fall I977t Legislative Interim Action : 

The interim committee on government expenditures has been studying secondary schools 
and the possibility of defining "basic- education*' and the heed^ to have the school 



finance foraula tied « the- teaching of basic skills* The 1978 session of the Legis- 
iators is to consider only budget "Governor's Call" items* Bills not incluc^ 
these two categories win have to wait for the next regular session in 1979. 
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COLORADO - Fall 1977, legislative tntcrimActlon 4cdntlpuedj : 



For more Information contact: 
Mr, Joe [>ougla5s 

Colorado Departnent of £<!ucation 
State Office Building ' 
Denver^ Colorado 80203' 
(303) 892-3081 



- 1977> Local District : 

Denver Public Schools In 1959 the Denver Public Schoo* developed the Proficiency . 
and Review tests (PfiR)* a odnimuo coapetency test for high school graduation* Since 
1962 they have tested more than 40*000 students. The test contains subsections bn 
math^imtics* spelling, language and reading. Remedial classes arc provided for tUose 
who do not pass the test* 

At preKi^t the P&R tests are administered in December and April of each /ear, in 
grades 9-^12* High school pupils are progrannied into established instructional pro* 
grams in the basic skills areas to assist them In overcoming deficiencies* The P&R 
test* a secure instrument » has been revised once and is being considered for a second 
revision* 

The Denver 'schools have a test under developnent for grades 5^6 for the identifi- 
cation of students needing remedial instruction* 

For more information contact; 

,Bariy Jeai - ^' , . . * 

Supervisor^ Development and Evaluation 
Denver Public Schools " - 
900 Grant Street 
Denver, Colorado 80205 
.C305^ 837-1000 

Englewood Public Schools - Tnb board of education has mandated that a functional 
competency test will be used' as a requirement for high school graduation beginning 
with 'the class of 1980* ^ [ 

EngTewood High School is currently piloting a one-semester course "plated to adult 
competencies* 

For more information contact: 



Sill'Heitismith i 
Englewood High Schocxl 
5800 South Usgan 
Englewood^ ^lorado 80110 
(30Z) 781-7881 or 761-7050 
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CONNLCTICLTT ^ !9"t) j Icfij slat log (Innctotj) :. tRcported in UPDATU VI, 6/1/77) 

,Sub M'> Tnis proposal would hav^ required students tt^ take a proficiency exari 

prior to ifraduatLon from high schooU Those students passing the examination Kould 
receive special notice to that effect on their high school diploma^ The bill made 
no provisions for early exit but sought sitnply to establish unifono state standards 
of performance that would serve as minimum targets for secondary school education 
and improve the validity of the diploma issued to those successfully tested^ 
(Sote: This law was not implemented because Sec. 4 making implementation contin* 
^ent upon finding; at least SSO.OOO in federal or private funds was not met.) 

- I9r6> Legislation (Failed) ;' (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 

KB 5856 Tills cica^ure VDuld have allowed high school graduates and nongraduates to 
receive a state 'ccr^it'/cDjt of achievt'ment ^ It provided for exemption ' from the 
comp^ilsory attend'wi^*} ,figc of 16, directed tlie state department o( education to es- 
tablish i:andards ^^t competency in basic Skills and a means of testing such compe-V 
tency^ and uoul^ havb allovied both hi^h school graduates and nongraduates to obtain 
a state certificate of achiWement upott .^passing a state^admi^nxstered proficiency 
examination. The bill-^lsp pr^^ectetPthe^, basic educational entitlement a flat 
s;rant- based on Average Daiia'y">fe3bers {ADMj\-- to the extent that the amount of such 
sta:ii aid would not reflect^htj Vss^ of up \o one percent of the enrollment that 
-TiL^ht leave js^chool after p;iii;ag theVjtamini^lon* 

H6 SS37 Concerning early t^it from highXciftool, the bill was similar irvmo^t pro- 
visions to iiB 5336 bJ4t so*jXi^_b3ve 31 lowed;^Hidents who passed the state^administered 
proficiency examinaMCrV"^^' *icnaplete high s^H^c^t^l with an .equivalent diploma prior 
to the end of thein senich;! year- 'The bill wJibtJ^ have provided for exit from high 
school in either t%' 'l'6th,^ Uth or Uth- graded downding on the length of time re- - 
CiUired to master mihiaus competencies sufficierjt tc\pass the examination. 

- ig ^T^ Lecisl^itive Interim Activity : 

A iubcommitt^e of the house education committee on cumculuci and testing for pro* 
fictency has been studying a, discussion paper prepared by ^ain^oman. Gail Orcutt^^ 
Tentatively, the plan in the' discuss ion paper calls for staw^ide- testing in grades 
4 ^'i S and Local district testing at grades 2, 6 S 10. High sVtool graduation is 
not currently included in the pl::n. It is anticipated that leVislation will be 
introduced in the. 15?S session. 

For taore inforMtiX)n contacts 

Ms. Gail prcutt 
State Representative 
State Capitol 

Hartford, Connecticut 06115 

- 1977, State Department of Education : (Reported'in UPDATeVi, 6/1/7T) 

The state board of education has appointed a broad-ranged cojcroittee to studV and 
aake recocaaendatiorLS on the developtaent ot a high school equivalent conpetenO(>'-based 
certiticate. final recoBsoendaQ^ons of this comittee to the state board inclade 
a proposal to u3e the General Educational Developrsent (GEO) test for anyone age^ 16 
or older wishing, to receive ^a high School/ dip loca other than through the regylai 



CaNNECTlCUf 7 1977, State Do^artrocnt of Education (continued) : 

hit;h school j^raduation process* The conuoittee also recommends that a secure ^orm 
of the Adult Performance Level (APL) Survey also be given with the GEO test. 

The state board of education will consider this proposal at its^^Tune and July monthly 
^ ^ meetings. " ^ ^ ^ 

- Fall 1977, State Board of Education : 

On November 2^^4977^ " the state board of edOcation passed a resolution asking, the * 
state departmentNif education to seek permission from the American Council on 
Education to ^dminist^r the General Educational Development (GEO) test 
^ to students ages 16 or^(^14er* The department of education expects to have a program 
in place for recent and ptx^ential dropouts by Sejptcmber of 1978. Rules and reguU- 
^ tions along with training; programs for guidance counselors are undor development, 

Tbe Adult Performance Level (kfif) Survey will also bo a part of the program*.- 
. ' X ^ 

For more information c^rvtact: 

John Ryan < ' ' 

' Connecticut Dcpartmfcnt of^ducation 

State Office Building x * 

P.O. Box 2219 

Hartford^ Connecticut 06115 
. (203) 566-4382 , \ ■ 

X ' : 

DELAWARE - 1976-77, ^ate Department of Education : .(Reported xn^U^ATp VI, 6/1/77) 

{m December of 1976, :the state board of education approved a resolution bailing for 
the s^ate department df eduction to develop 4 list of Level II competencieKjio be 
used as an jaulditional' requir,ioent for high school graduation* The first draft^^^ 
these performance in^fiicators along, with suggested implementation procedures was ' 
sent to local school districts in the spring of 1977. Local districts returned^ > 
\^ their comments and suggestions to the state department of education by June 1, 19^7, 

with the state departijen^ of education revised plan due back before the state board 
in July. Local district reaction varied from postponing the deadline (^fTtogram in 
place for the fall of l9St) for one ^ar to developing a program assessing Level I 
competencies (readings writing and mathematics) rather tha^i Level IX competencies 
(the application of LeveJ I competencies). 

A commercial testing agency-has been awarded a contract"^t6^ develop a baseline tfrst- 
ii\g instrument to be- given in the Bpring of 1978 to Uth graders. 

To date, the statewide testing program, administered to grades 1, i and S ha5 not 
^ been associated with the competency high school graduation requirement. 

^' ' fall 1977j State Board of Education : 

Septeaber 13, 197", th& state board of education approved a new schedule for. the 
performance -based j.rajicct. In tnis .version,'idistricts will review^their promotion . 

■ ' . ' • ■ IF ' A ' ■ .■ ■■ 
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;>LMhARb hall 19?7, Stale Board of Eduntlon (continued) : 




policlcii for oleiDontary pupils by May 197S« to make sure students pass to a higher 
^radc^ only'' af tfer they show competence in basic skills. Districts Will review secoi^ 
dary "promo'tion policies by May 1979, After these reviews, the state board w4,ll set 
performance loyels' in reading, writing, and arithmetic by July 1979, and the high 



school class ^ 1931 will be obli^ged to roa<;h those levels to earn a diploma. 



n the Aew policy th? board also urges that reading be taught in all gtades; obliges 

tedi schools to spell ot|t competencies in vocational courses by June 1978; and 
calls tVr a statewide test of grade II by* June 1978* The test will be modeled on 
the adult -perfarmance level te^t given previously, Dr, Broyles said» aAd will show 
how well students can apply their basic skills* Dr« Broyles said a committee wlH 
suggest criteria for local promotion policies, but districts are 'free to sot tht^ir 
own levels* Hie promotion policies take effect In the school year that follows these 
completion dates. 

For more infonnat^^n contact: 

Dee Lafferty 
Executive Director 

Delaware School Boai^ds Association ^ ^ _ ^ \ 

303 South State Street ' ' 

Dover, Delaware 19901 

(302) 673^2265 " 

■ft 

' Fall 1977, Gcrvemor's Commission : 

. ' < ^ ' . ■ . f 

In September of 1977, Governor Sherman Tribbitt appointed a Commission on the 
future of education* The 28-^member coomission, chaired by Kenneth M, Smithy the 
governor's special assistant for education, is studying five areas of education: 
I, Decllhing enrollments. . ^ 

The progress of comt>etency- based education 
^ 3, Job skills 
"4, Tliose not served by education 
3* School discipline, ' , 

The fi:iai report of the commission will be issued in December of 1977. 



For more information conta^ct; 

Fred Stem 
Govemor's Office" 
Leg;islative Hall 
Oover^ Delaware 19901 
^302)' 678-4101 



DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA ..- F all 1977. School District ; * ■ , 

Sine* 1972 the public schools have been administering a criterion refei^^enced tesr 

in. reading an'^d mathematics in graded l-9« The Califomla test bureau developed in- 

^trumevt is given on a pre-^ posj-test schedule in order to assist in the organisation 

^ Edtiottion Commkiion of tht Statei ^ * 



DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA - Fall 1977, School District (continued) : 

and. planning for instruction. Work is now underway to correlate thi3 test to a nom* 
referenced test to b^adiiLini'stered ilP grades 3, 6 and 9. The primary Jthru3t of. this 
effort Is to develoo/a competency-based* curriculum. It is anticipated that 12th * 
grade exit compcteiqcies will be addressed after the jpompetcncy-based curriculudk is 
in place* ^N. 

William Spady^ on leave' from ^the National Institute for Education (Nll^), is spending 
the school year assisting the* district in the development of this program. 

For more Information contact: 

Or* Jfames Gulnes 
"Assoc* Superintendent of Curriculum 

and Insti*uction Services ^ ' , ^ 

t202) 724-4175 



*^ * * 




FLORIDA 1973> Leglslatj^on (Enattcd) : (Reported In UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 

CSSB 340 of 1975. (F*S. ^29^814] Provlslonally^/iowers the age of compulsory school " 
attenOance from 16 to 14 years* ifie Act provides that any studeat who Is at least 
16 ye.airs old stay be permitted to take a high school equivalency diploma examination; 
and that students. who are at lefiist 14 ^d have the approval\of a parent or guardian 
also.may be permitted to ta^e the examination. Any student who attains satisfactory 
performfltnce on the examination shall.be awarded a high school equivalency diploma 
and shall be exempted fAm the compulsory school attendance "Wqutrements*" NOrrEr 
This law was amended In 1976 b/ Section IX of CSSB 107 (see below)* TTiis amendment 
removed age requirements and put the emphasis oii reform of the total secondary school 
system £.nd how students interface with ttreir postsecondary education programs, ' 
Equivalency examinations are still included in the law* 

- 1976> Legislation (Enacted) : (Repotted In UPDATE'Vl/ 6/1/T7) 

CS68 107 ^€..1976 (Ch. 76.226) This is.^an extensive law tnodlfylrig maji)^' sections of * 
thie existing ctideT Accountabilityi comprehensive planning by state departments of 
^ucation and local dlstrictSi equivalency^ exeminatlonst subject area examinations, 
and gra^e-to-'grad^ proant ion are all affected* The sections which specifically 
apply tcminimal competency testing are: ^ ; * 

Section 1. 'SeH forth a ^ort^^itle, ''The EdOtational Accountability Act of 1976/' 
and legislative intent^ which Includes a requirement that the state system of public 
education give students at least the minimub skills hecessary to function and sur- 
vive in today's, society* ' . 



Section 6. Subslfantially rewords the statute authorizing the statewide testing pro- 
gram to clarify legislative intent* TTie program will test students* basic skills 
In grades 3i S* 8 and 11 and th? data will be used to improve ^he state system of 
education by identifying needs and assessing how well districts and schools are 
meeting mliilmu^ standards/" how well education programs are equipping students 
tHbSS"«SttlffltM"skitte'Wcea5ary,.tO- JfunctlM ^d survive. In today's society, 

■ ■ ■ . , 

-14- ■ 16 • ■ . > 
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FLORIDA - 1076, logislation (Enacted) (continued) ; 



JlxQ com;al$sioner ot* educfition is required to monitor the. results of the statehrlde 
testing and provide technical assistance to those districts wK^re deficiencies are« 
identified. ' " V / 

Section 9. Amends F.S. 3.29. 8I4» to provide fdr subject area examinations in addi<* - 
tion to the high school equivalency examination which shall be made available^ to 
eliitible students. The bill further on^ndV this ^section to require school districts 
anti cooinunity colleges to plan cooperatively to provide advanced instruction to- 
students who demonstrate readiness for such activities. 

Sd^tion 13. Amend^.^. 230.2311* CTho-Basic Skills Act) to provide that basic^ 
Mji^/^IIs must be J^^d to performance and ability to. survive in today's society ^- 
'•functipnal literacy/' . ■ ' 

Section 15. Required programs of Vupil progression based upon performance >y * 
July I* 1977 (designed to eliminate social promotion) « . * 

4 

Such programs must be based upon local goals and oj^ectivtf^. More emphasis mus^ - 
be placed on performance in basic-skills Con statewide tests) before students may 
progress from grades 3* 5« 8 and II. Other factore for progression must be set .by 
school board rule. 

By the 1973^79 school year^ there must be established district standards for high 
school gradaation that are to include: (1) mastery' of basic ^kills and satisfac- 
tory performance in functional literacy as designated by the/ state; and (2) comple-' 
tion' of the minimim number of credits required by trhe district school boards Each 
district is. required to provide remediation for students unable to meet such stan-^ 
dordA^ and^to'^pirovide for.^the_iiwai^ ta\orrespond-— ^ ™ 

with the varying achievement levels and cdmpetertcies of graduates^ ' 

1976., legislation (Failed) : (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 

HB 2455 (died in cem^aittee) Would hive repealed CSSB 340 of 1975, 

HB 2659 At one, time in the I97e:^!^esslttn, the bill was similar to an early version 
of SB 107 witich" passed aTs CSSB 107 (Ch, ?6'223). See Legi si at ion /Enacted. 

HB 2877 Func^fcltaV literacy exam/Hth grade. Requires Ilth grade studepts "to pass 
factional literacy examination in reading* writing. and mathematics prior to high 
school graduation* with appropriate exams at the 5th grade and* for^ piimotion to 
the next grade at the 3rd and 8th grades* begif^nin^ in Septejaber 1977. * 

(Similar- to. 2659)* 

^ * - ' . * ' 

. * 1977, legisration fFailedl : . * , , . 

HB 205 hfouId H^^i^' school districts to conduct dismissal hearings for instructional 
^pexsonnei for failure to tetach students to reach st^te minimum performance standards* 

• / ■ ■ , * ■ . ■ ^ ^ ■ 

5B 6<So ' Same as «B 203, 

CSgB 358 (simiUr to CSHB 1076 and lOgS) Delays by Ywo yearsV until 1#80-8I school 

^ i J o Education Commiuion of tht SM^ 
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FLORIDA^- 1977. Ltfg^^iation (Failed) Ccontinuod) : 



year » -requirement that district school boards establish graduation standards with 
^l. different kinds of diplomas^ r * ^ 



Pall 1977, Statft Department of Education : 

— 



[oplementatioh of CSSB 107 of 
a variety of directions* A quick Suimary looks 



976 by the state department of education has taken 
like this; * * 



Early Exit from High School j This prog ^am^using the General Educational Development 
(GED) tests went into use f^r school districts during^ the fall of 1977, Ttie Florida 
Department of Education is us'irtg* the GED t^jat battery under a special arrangement 
with thft American Council on Education. Since SeJ^tember 1977» 2S students have 
attempted the test« Information on number passing is not yet available. 

Subject Area Examinati6ns The departnrent of eilucatlon has assembled a list of 
•/approved?^' norm referenced tests which districts may use or they have the option 
of using and developing, their own subject area examinations, this program will 
be operable by Jant;ary oi^ 1978* ^ . . 

Pupil ^Progression The .^statewide basic skills test administered at grades 3» 5» 
8 and 11 will serve as 'a screening device controlling passage to the liext grade 
leveK Each school district must develop its owmpupil progression plan and file 
it with the department of education* This {>lan pist show how they deal with the 
standards set by the state (remediation* etc*) and what steps the district will 
take for the* grades hot covered in' the state ^sessment. 

High School Graduation. The first functional literacy test was administered to 14th 
-grmier5Httr^Gctobern>f 1 97 7 * ; Oirstrtctvi^vel -rwattSL'tfilt be" released irt ~£h*!f 6nd of 
Ndvember 1977 and state level results in December of 1977. 

For more in fommtion contact: * * ■ 

Ken Lowe ; ^ ^ ' 

Director of Test Deveiopment 
State Department of Education . 
Knott Building - ^ \ 
Tallahassee^ Florida 32303 

C904) 488*8198 - 

- ■ ^ * ' , * 

- 1977,. Local Districts : „ ^ * : 

^ - * 'I 

duva 1 1 County^ 4acksonv 1 ll e High school seniors for graduating xlass of 1977 . took 
a one^hour test of functional literacy. In the fall of 1977 the district dropped 
the local testing program and will use^only the statewide f\mctional literacy test, 

'.'■*■ . . . , 

For more information contact: . ! 

*^ward Wiiiesett . * X 

■ ':Si5iervisor ot Program and , 

X Pupil Evaluation 
^ C9(W) 633.-S7Sa 

\ • . - -20 . ■ . 
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FUOfltPA - loL-nl Diatrtct t. . » . - 

West Palm Beach The school board tooK action May 1976 requiring all liigh sqhooU 
Juniors to tak^ the APk^high school leycl test. Beginning with the class ov 197$ 
All students must pass this tost as a requirement for obtaining, a diploma. The ^ 
district will continue to use the APL test In addition to the state mandated func 
tlonal literacy test* _ ^ ^ 

Forbore information contact: 

Jfcrry Williams , _ . „ 1. 

Director of P.o^ram Evaluation / • ^-^^ 

. ^ C305) 683-0050 V 




EORCIA * 1977> State Depart!3ent of Education ; (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 

sAident Assessment As part of a long-tange!jy.an to fund^local sClhool districts^ 
through a program of coinprehensive plannirtg; the departpfent of education is 
Ing witt> a number of neW programs ^ one of which irtvolves student assessmenty 
in readingi mathjV social studies' and science for grades ^. and 8 have been 
tered for two years. The tests for grade lb are nearin^ completion and tb^ 
grade exit test will be completed during the 1^77-78 school year. In 1976 
board of education called fpr a study to determine if the 4th grade reading 
could be used for creating a standard for promotion to fifth grade. This s/ 
being conducted by the Educational Testing Service^ will most probably be reported 
-tt- the state board qf eduJ;gtioa during the sunmer of 1977. ' 

High" School Graduation In November tf i976, the. state board of education adopted 
a resolution calling -for a study to investigate the possibility of changing- high^ 
school graduation requirements sx> as to include minimal proficiency standards for 
The* life role skillSj including specific reccwnendatlons for the student as the 
learner* the'indlvldual, the f:ltlzen, the consumer and the producer. -The reqommen* 
d'ations are modeled after the Oregon high school graduation requirements. 

After a series of plann^g and invitationjil conferences^ nine school districts have 
been selected by. the state department of education to work on pilot aspects of re* 
stHK^turing the high school graduation requirements. The 1977 General Assembly 
appropriated' $230|000 to ^sist with this process. \ 

. - JFall 1977t State' Department of Education : * ■ . 

Nine school districts are participating as pilot schools in the study for restruc- 
turlne/high school graduation requirements.- Inclined in the pilot effort is work 
ori minibniio exit^-.test itemsv interest^area competencies whi^ may correspond to 
prior^ subtest area requirements and cover the r^ge of competencies from minimum 
up. Also included in the pilot effort is developmental work on standards* compe- 
tencies^ indicatory .and implementation plans. Information gathered in^thisr pilot 
\effort wUi be used by the state board of ^education for policy decisions oh minimal 
oc^tapeten^ standards and other changes .relateH to curriculum and guidance, programs. 



^ ■ ^ ^ Edwaflon Comt^a»ibn of th€'Stat€$ 
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GEidRGIA * Fall^^W?; State Dapartnwat of Education ;contioued> ; 

* ■ 

Fbr noTd information cohtact: 
Ms* D<A>Ta Sharpe 

. Director of Gonpdt«nc/*Baidd Education' 
Georgia Departyamt of Education ' " , 

Atlanta* Georgia 30334 , 
\^ C<04) li56-2598 



HAWAII 



Fall 1977t State Departaent of Education: 



♦ High School GAduation A graduation. requiremnts task force is currentl/ studying: 
the need to change the requirements for graduation to incluite attainment of mininmn 
coapeten<ties in eight foundat^ion program areas* Final detennination of the set of 
oiniAnim competencies is to include public input through a sxirvey questionnaire; 
A minimum comfitetency test Cs]t i^ being contracted for development with a pilot test 
date- of March 1978 so that board of iaducation action can be recommended in Summer 
1978 to i^ffect incomi^ ninth graders in Fall 1978. ^ 



For more informsit^on contact: 

Mildred S* Higashi 
Administrator* Sciences and Humahit^es 
Hawaii Department of Education 
P*0* Box 2360 '\ 



\ 



Honolulu^ Hawaii 96804 



- 1977* Legislation (Failed) : 

House Resolution .243 Called for the state department of education to conduct an 
in^house stud/ on the feasibility of a statewide test for high school graduation* 
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IDAHO - 197fe. legislation fFailedO : (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 

SB l390 This bill would have directed the state superintendent o&j^iic instruc- 
tion to develop a testing'prograiR covering the basic skill arefts* '^'Duif test results 

Were to be reported to the legislature* * 

* ' 'I -* ' * 

- Ig77^ State Board of Education ! (Jieported in UPDATE Vt, 6/1/77) 

In February i977» thf Idaho- state b)axad of educatiofT^opted' graduation rv 
qiiirements aiid a district-optian proficiency prograia^tA coDpetency in 

■readlng»^ writing«^ arithmetic and spelliaj^ p^or to higlii^ i^<^bi graduation* Parti'^ 
ctpating districts -'i#i 11 be .nqfiired to give the test begin^^^ in the ninth grade 
aotd to provide reM^ar Work far the students not passing the s^dards. Students 
ntll gradu^te^with a difloi^ bearing tna stat« board of education seal^ *Students 
who are not In -parti,cip||ting dlstrxcts^ill receive certificates of attendance or ' 
a plain diplpaa* <^ / / \ ■ ^ 
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IDMfO Fall 1977j State Department of Bducatlon : 

The state (lepartmont o^ education l3 devclopliig a list of statewide objectives that 
will be tak.eh out to tho siate for put>lip opinio/i tests. Following this activity 
specificatioits will be written for selecting a comoerciai te'st or writing a test 
at the state level. Field testing of 9th grade Itens will begin in the Spring of^ 
1978. The test will^,^^ available for ,u5e in the 9th gra^e in the 1978-79 schooj^^ 
year. The state board of education plan calls for the graduating class of 198? 
to the fl^st class*to receive high school diplomas with the state seal. 

For more information contact; - ^ / 

A. D. Luke 

Assoc* State Superintendent 
y - for Instruction . , 

. Idaho State Departntent ot 
« Education ^ ^ . 

Boise ^ Idaho 83720 
(208) 384-216S 



lUlSOrS - 1976, Legislation (Failed) : (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/l/7t) 

SB 1574 Would require the^ State board of education to develop basic reading and 
writing proficiency testis and prescribe- standards for persons seeking a high school 
diplopaU- ; ■ 1 ..^L.^ ^v...^ 

SB 1575 Would requiire the board or higher education to establish adfliission stan- 
dards and require students to demnstrate- their reading and writing proficiency 
^rior CO enrolling in a public college^ university or community college* 

. - 1977, Legislation (Palled) : (Reported in,UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 

HB 1364 - Requires thje successful passage of reading, writing and mathematics pro- 
ficiency tests, as a condition for high school graduation, (Pl^es on interim stud>^ 
calendar. ) ^ ■ _ ^ 

• %* 

HB 486t HB 1745 and SB 238 All contained provisions for a coo^etency testing pro- 
gvm 9^ a prerequisite for high school graduation. All bills are prestAied' dead 
in ^oamitteeA It is anticipated that the sponsor of SB 238 will prepare a resolu- 
tion calling tor the Illinois Department of Public Instruction to make a^study of 
the testing currently being'conducted by Illinois school districts. 

\ * Fall 1977t toterltt Legislative Activity ; ^ > 

The Senate is Conducting an interim study on minimal coTirpetency testing. 

Fall 1977^ local- District ; 

Chicago The board of education has adopted a pro^rajoi. creating a ainimicn competency 
testing^ program to begin >rith the class of 1979, ^ * . ^ ' * 
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IiyiiaX^ - Fall 1977, Local District fcontinucdl : 

/eoria The superinterident of s^chools has inlvi^ted a competenc/^ased education 
^^^grui which calls for restructuring of all subj«tct ^area curriculum guides so as 
to $tate ninikidr Course objectives and tighten graduation requirenents. School 
personnel, ^th conoiunity feedback, are now workii^ on criterion referenced test 
itens in language arts, reading and matheiDatics, K minimum testing prograiD will 
be In effect for the class of 1980, 

\ For more Information contact: 

Chester H, Ougger. 
Director of Secondary Education 
,3202 N. Wisconsin Avenue 
'Peoria, Illinois 61605 
(309) 672-6791 





1977, legislatitfe Action ; 



e Senate education coomittee conducted an interim >tady of the educational testing 
of school students and competency requirements tor secondary school students." The * 
committee did not , recommend that legislation be written, . , 

• Fall 1977t State Department of Education : 



At 'a meeting of th^ Senate education interim conBoittee in November, the state depart* 
ment of educatlpn released a tentative proposal^ calling for minfikl competency test- 
ing in grader^, 6, 8 aw 10 in reading, science and mathematics. 

For more information contact: 



Harold H. Negley 

Siq)erintendent of Public Instruction 
C317) 633-661D 

Fall 1977, Local District: 



Gaxy Community School Corporat ion Gary, Indiana The board of education in Septem- 
ber 1974 approved a program requiring students to pasa a competency test in reading, 
writing and avithnetic ptior to graduation from high school. In the Fall of 1977 
a test of oral cbmunication was also added. Locally developed criterioft-referencibd 
te^ts were developed in reading mid mathematics. - Out of ^322 seniors du^ to gradu^- 

in 1977, the first graduation class affected, nine were denied their diploma 
because they had not passed one or both of these- tests. In the FalTof l§7^ every 
ninth, teirtth .and eleventh grader wrote a cooqrasition'^so that the schools could de* - 
termlne who needed rraedial assistance. Tt^e writing proficiency requiremfi&t ir due 
to be. effective beginning with the class of 1978. The oral coomunicati n require- 
ment, which is being fMld tested in the t^dh of' 1978, will not beccnne tttective 
until the class of 1980 graduates. 

The Gary school d^trict JLs besfinning to gather "evidence^n the effect! enc^ss of 
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INDIANA 



Fall 1^77^ local dlstrUy (coylnMca) 

nt^onshlp progra/n following high school 



chis progroiB on students encoring the 
graduation , ^ 

For more information contac 

Don 



)onftld 
VdnlliTs 



J. Httnderson- 
AdfiUC^Tstrative AssLscanc^ 

Secondary ' Educat Lon 
Gary Convunlt/ School Corporation 
625 East Tench Place 
Gaiy^ Indiana 46403 
(219) 8S6-6400 



lOWA^ - 1977. Legislation (Failed) : (Reportedan UPDATE VI » 6/1/77) 

SF jSZ " Kould require all students to. pass tests in 'reading* wilxing and i&atheDa- 
t^s in order to gfadu^ce,^^ Classed out of^Senace education conuaittee* placed on 
Senate calendar*) 

House File 590 ^This omnibus Mil Contains sections on foreign ^language'requii^aent^ 
approval standardsu district reorgani^tion^ gifted and talked pilot programs andL^ 
a section on ptofiV^enc/ standards for high school graduation-* (Passed out of the 
House education conodttee to^he'Hou^^ calendar and then the **Sifting Q>Jbmittqe/0 

' • . ' , . ■ ■ ■ . 

- Fall 1977, Legislative Activity : ^ . ' * 

The joint interim stud/ committee on school finance studied t:he issue pf minimal'- - 
competenc/ testing but made no formal reeomendat ion bade to their respective educa- 
Uon comaitcees* 

SF 25*2 above) is technicall/ scill alive and on che calendar of the Senace 

it cmild see action when the new legislative' session" Jjcgins. ^ 

For more information concacc: 

Iowa Association of School Boards > ' ^ 

707 Savings' and i.oan Building . , - " : 

Oes MoiAes^ Iowa 503Q9 

CSIS) 288-19>K , , 



KANSAS 1976. Ugi^ation (Failed) : CReported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77)" 

SB 406 The measure ^yeuld have required high school students lo take a general 
examination as a requi^reswnt for graduation* 



ERIC 



Education Commi$tion of*ih^$taU9 



4 



KANSAS - 1&77. Legislation (Failed^ : CReportcd In UPOATE VI* 6/1/77) 



HB 2139 WquW require local bqards of* education to adopt standards and prescribe 
an examination for proficiency in basic educational skills includins, but not liaited 
to* ^'reading cotsprehension* writing and computation/' After June 30/ 1981, the state 
board of Mucation will certify that high school graduates have met ^the state "basic 
edccatignal skills** standards* Students not meeting the standards will be certified 
as having completed attendance 'in a four-year course of study. > 
* 

Prior to July 1» 1978. the state board of education iti cooperation with the state 
board of regentsMbaU determine and establish **standards o^ prcficiency iq academic ^ 
skills" Calso a standardiied examination) for students preparing for admission to 
stt^te college^ and universities! (Mqte: House educdtion cofomittee conducted a onie- 
day heari^ng on the bill but did not report it out of committee.) . ^ 

SB 268 The state board of education would be ttjquired prior" ti> July of 1978 to ' 
adopt standards of proficiency in the i^asic skills Ci'^ading ,eompreh^Sion\ writing 
and'computation] for graduation fi^om^^gh^ school. The state will proscribe the 
standardised examination and Set the standards of proficiency/ local boards will ad- 
mini$ter^the test and certify to th^ state those students who have passed the test. 

The proficiency examination will be administered *twice each year with all students 
allowed to take the each time it is administered. ' (Note: Bill died in com- 
mittee*) ' ^ 

fall 1977, State Board of Education : 




tion gave its final report and, 
ate board in November. Tijp ^,isk 



A task force appointed by the state board of 
recommendations on minimal competency to 
force recommended: 

i* That the state board adopt st/te standards ^of minimal competency, through legis* 
lation with appropriate state funding. ^ . * 

2* Skill areas identified:- readtnjr» spf'lLing and mathematics. 

3* That the 'State board set compet^^ncy standards » a uniform statewide criterion- 
referenced test and administer the rest at, each grade level yearly. Students 
in grades 9*12 would be tested only if they If ailed the test p^^vLOusly. 

4* Local school boards would change policies and procedures zr order to alter 
the learning projtram for rei^iation. It was recommended that the state *ptck up 
the cpst of remediation* ^ 

5* The task force also recommended that failure of the test be recorded on the 
Student transcript but that the high, school diploma be a^arded* 

6*. A program of inservice training was recomended to assist teachers in pre* 
paring for the program. ' . 

Tue'board of education will take final action at a later date. 
For more information contact: . - ^ 



Merle Bolton 

, Comissioner of Education ^ 
Kansas Depaiftment of Education 
Topeka» Kansas 66612 
<9r5) 296-3421 • ^ 



1^ 
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i\>T7, States Departiacnt of Bdu^zation : (Reported in UPDATE VI, 



In Deccnibcr of l^JTo the state board of education instructed the state "department 
ol: education to ntake a studv -of competencv-based education and minimal^ competency 
testins for school graduation and grade promotion^ \, 

A fo^r-ye'ar plan of action was. submitted to the state board of education and approved 
in the Spring of 1977, The plan calls for the development of criterilTft-referenced 
tests in reading, writing and arithmetic for grades 3, 5, 8 "and 11 ' 
statewide task force groups are now being appointed. 



A series of 



- Fall 1977, Exect^tive Branc h: 

In the Sprinit of 1977 Governor Julian Carroll appointed a governor's task force 
on education/ Three hundred sixty people including a steering committee of 4Q 
reported their recQot&endations back to the governor in October of 1977* This task 
force reconcended that a minimal competency tes^iirg program for high school gradua- 
tron be enacted into law. 



Fall 1977, Ugislative Activity ; 



r 



Trie interim cQWittee on education is studying the recoomendations made by the 
iiovemor'a task force and may write legislation for the 1973 session. 



Fall 1977, Sta^e Department of Education : 



The state department of education's four task force groups continue to* work on x^c^ 
onmendations for a criterion^referenced minimal competency test in writing, readir^g, 
and arithmetic* Si .ty*four people have been working on this task force* vJT final 
report will be submitted to the board of education in February or March. of 1978, 

For more information contact; 



Dr, Donald Van Fleet 

State Department of Public Instruction 

I7th Floor Capitol TOwer 

Frankfort, Kentucky i06Ol 

(302) S6"i-439"i 



LOUISIANA - 1976. UT^islation (Enacted) : (Reported in UPDATE VI. 6/1/77) 

HS SlOt Act 709 An accountability and assessment law contains a section requiring 
the establishment of reasonable minimum Levels of pupil proftcirency-in^-the basic 
Communication and computational skill areas and the administration of uniform sys* 
tern of crlterion-'refcrenced tests. High school graduation and grade promotion are 
not mentioned* 

- 1977^ State Department of Education ; (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 

After Ac: 709 was passed in 1976, the state department of education appointed a 
190-person cosmittee to study iaplenentation procedure^. This comittee made 
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LOUISIANA - 1977/ State Department of Education Ccontinued) : 

recommendations to the joint legislative committee on education which resulted in 
the drafting of HB 275. ' 

- 1977^ Legislation (Epactc^) : 

HB 275» Act 621 An educational accountability act includes a, section on pupil 
proficiency: ■ , ^ , 

A. The superintendent of education shall, by January Ip 197S, establish reason* 
able minimum levels of pupil proficiency In the basic communicati9n and computational 
skills which shall be integrated ^nto instructional programs. The superintendent 

of education shaU, by January 1, 1979, develop and administer a uniform system of 
assessment based in part on criterion-referenced tests to <letermine pupil status, 
pupil p^gress, and the degree to which such minimum proficiency standards have been 
met. The grajie levels involved in such assessment shall be chosen by the superin- 
tendent* The local school governing bodies shallNcooperate with the superintendent 
and the state department of education in the admini^ra'C^ion of this section. 

B. the school board of each district shall for the 1978-1979 school year and 
annually thereafter prepare a report ^of the aforementioned assessment results which 
shall incl^ude piq^il assessment by grade and subject. area for each school in the \ 
district, including those ^rade levels as established by the superintendent; and. 
the board shall file such report with the superintetident of education^ 

C^;. The state siq>eTlntendent of education shall make an ^mnual report of the afore- 
cieritioned assessment results. Such report shall include, put not limited to, a 
report of the assessment results by grade and subject area for each schoo? district 
of the state. The superintendent, by Jantiary 1, 1980, shaXl^also include in such 
report an analysis and recommendations concerning the costs and differential effec- 
tiveness of instructional programs. 

D. In addition, the state department of education shall prepare an<i submit an ^ 
annual report to each school district in the state» and to the education committees 
of both houses of the legislature, containing an analysis, on a district-by-district 
basis, of the results and test scores ofthe testing program in the basic-skills 
courses. The report shall include, but shall not be limited to, an analysis of the - 
following operational factors having asubstantive relationship to or bearing on 
such results; 

(1) Average class sire in grades one to three, inclusive; ^ - 
C2) Pupil-teacher ratio in grades one to eight, inclusive; 

(3) Average transitory factors as derived from dividing the average daily attendance 
of the district or selected schools by the total annual enrollment of the 
district; 

(4) Compensatory education needs in. each par^lsh and city school system; 
(3) Factors^affecting the assessment results; 

^ (6) Curriculum, textbooks ami/or other teaching material as, related 
to tht grade or subject areas tested. ^ ' - 

^ " ■"'if 

E. AH test scores of individual students, average scores for individual classes 
or schools, and ^erage scores for Individual school systems shall be exempt from 
the Public Records Act CL.R.S*:> 44: 1 -7) . School boards may choose to release test 
data if it does not identi^^individual students, classes, or teachers, AlT test 
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lOUISLVSA * IM7:> LcfcjfeUtlon CUuctejj (continued) : \ ■ ^ 

scores or test averji^t^il** released to the public, lioi^over, nust bo accompanied by a 
complete analysis of :&bcloeconomic factors beyond the control of the school or school 
systen wlilch have an et'fect on student scores. 

For nwre information contact; 

Gary Reed , 

Louisiana State Department of Education 
Division of Research and" Development y 
P.O. Box 44064 ^ 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804 



MA;..& - 1977, Legislation (Failed) : 

LP T3U Basic Attainment of Skills in Children Act would have local school dis£rlcts 
DC responsible for the establi:*riment of basic skilU and the inco^oration of this 
eUo&i^t alohjj with the successful completion of courses and teacher recommendations 
as a requirement for high school graduation^ 

The C933lssioner of education and Cultural services is to prepare for such a pro- 
gram by conducting a series of statewide meetings to obtain a consensus of what' 
Maine citizens feel ''should be a partial condition for graduation from secondary 
school." Based*oq this consensus* the conmissioner is to prepare a test to be ad*^ 
ministered during-the senior year of high school.. (Note: This bill was re-drafted 
during the l^j^^slative session and portions were included in LD ISIO.) 



19"7^ Legislation (Enacted) 



LD 1 810' An Act to establish ap assessment of student performance in the basic skills. 
This bill calls^for thif'itate board of education and the comciissioner of education 
to conduct a public survey and hearing for citiiens to express the\r concern on this 
issue. -To assist the cprnmissioner a representative panel of citizens shall be ap* 
pointed by the Mc6ershi"p of each of the following brganiiations; 

One member from each of the following organirat'ionsi 

- State Board. of «fducation . - 
" Joint Standing Committee' on Education. 

- The Maine Council/oh Education 

* The Maine Secondary Principal? Association ; ' 

* The Maine Elemeht^JT Principals Association 

Two members from the Maine Teachers Association, one elenentaYy and one secondary 

Four members ofthe public ^t large from raral and urban adainistrative units are 
to be selected by the speaker of th^ House of Representatives and the president of 
the Senate. 
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MAINE 



1977, UgislatjlQn (Enacte^) ( cprn-j^c^^ : ^ 



Uslnjt citizen opiMon the comlssloner 1$ zc^fiTfJiv^t:^ & tost measuring basic skill 
perfoFMnco levels! in eleoentary and secoadikr^ fc-^b:>olnk. ^ 

Prior to January 1,\ 1978* an assessment of LUKjtr^j^* ba^ic Vklll^^js to be made 
in conjunction wlth\ tlve Maine assessment o£ etluvi*t^iyrtai projrrfess prjf^gram. 

The commissioner is to prepare a report for. ttef go^W^^cK \nd leftislvflftWe by February 
1, 1978t on the above actiyities along with reco4j»eni*ar^*iii! Ser tiitxc StoOl policy 
action, . / 



For tnorc information contact: 



Horace P, Maj^cy^ Jr, 
Planning Spe<^ialist 
State Department of Educational 

and Cultural Services . 
State Office Building , 
Augusta* Maine 04333 
(207) 289-3076 



\ 



MARYLAND 



1976, Legislation [Enacted) : (Reported in UPDATE Vr/.6/l/77) 



HB 1433 ^M.A.C. Art>'77, Sec. 980) This new section reqiiires the state board of 
education to prescribe progressively advanced minimum reading levels for grades 
2 ttirough U; and^ further provides that pupil may not enter grades 3 through eight 
until it has been determined that he has met the minimum level for the previous 
grade* with certain exemptions. 



1976> Legislation (Failed) : (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 



SJR 64 The proposal would have requested the state board of education to require 
a minimum level of proficiency in basic skill areas as a 4)retequisite to high school 
graduation. .--^ ' " . 

^ - 1977^ Legislation (Enacted) : (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) . 

m 1462 (Ch. 559) Effective July 1, 1977, this Act^rovides that: 

'*The State Board of Education shall prescribe for each grade two through twelve a 
aialmum level of reading ability which shall progressively rise with each succeeding 
grade^- If a local school board, based t^on local a5sessmet:t of student progress ' 
and in injunction with the Maryland accountability assessment program,, determines 
that a student, in grades [two through seven) THREE, SEVEN AND NINE THROUGH ELEVEN, 
has not met EITHER A NINXMIM GRADE LEVEL COMPETENCY OR the minimum reading leVel 
as prescribed by the State Board of Education for the previous gtade, the '>^^C4jdent 
shall be either retained in the current grade or enrolled in an appropriate reading 
assistance program AS PART OF HIS OR HER INSTRUCTIONAL ^PROGRAM, The^se provisions 
may not be responsible solely for withholding gtade advancement more than once in 
grades two through seven. C^upils who are ^rolled in^i special reading assistance 
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iMrVRYLAND - 1977, Ugislatlon (Enactod) (continued) : 

iprograms, or who are perfodning up to their reading caijacit^' as determined by guidc- 
^Unes adopted by local school boards in accordance with State bylaws, or who have 
a physical or mental handicap which affect^ his or her ability to road^ are exefn^O 
ALt STUDENTS EXCEPT THE MODERATE AND THE SEVERE AND PROFOUND INTELLECTUALLY LIMITED 
IN GRADES three; SEVEN, AND NINE .THROUGH ELEVEN SHALL BE INCLUDED 



1977^ State Department of Education : (Reported in 



UPDA'^E 



VI, 6/1/77) 



In January of 1977, State Superintendent David W* Hombeck presented a plan to the. 
'State board of educaM^Sn called '"Project Basic/' The plan approved by the board 
<^alls for the setting of new standards for oininal competencies in **five areas of 
hUman development*' byU9S2, These standards will apply to high school graduation* 

Ad zi\p present cime^ staff for '^Project Basic** is being assembled and a 'promotional 

c;]^pa^^gn explaining ^he program to citizens and school personnel is belng*carried 

ou)t* the staff will be assigned the taslTof combining the state assessment prograjn 

(survival reading test for grades 6,^9 and 12) and the implementation of newl^ 
emactedvCh* SS9» ^ 

* \ ■ ^ 

' \ - Fall 1977^ State Department of Education : ; 

Project^^i^i^ic activity includes the develtjjpment of statements |of competency and-rgetrtT''^ 
in five areas; (1) Basic* skills — reading7-N(*riting and mathematics, Vi2)" world' 6f 
work» (3) world of leisure, (4) * citizenship and (S) survival\- These statements will 
be taken to citizen , and education'^groups in February and March of 1978 for their 
reaction* The time schedule calls for state board of education to| approve minimum 
conqietency statements in the five areas by July of 1978* f 

The Maryland functional reading test will be ready for school, district use in 1978*79 
(9th grade) for the class of 1982* Mathematics ahd writing tests/ are to be developed 
next followed by th'e other four competency areas* . ' ' i 

\ ' . • . I 

The department of education plans to prepare and cop.yright its five-year plan of 
action* The report — . Maryland's Comprehensive Plan for Competency*Based Education 
will be available in December o^ 1977.. ] [ ^ ' 

^ For more information contact: 



\ 



floretta D* McKenzie 
Assi'Stant Deputy State Superintendent 
P*0* Box 8717, BVrr Airport 
fialtimore^ Maryland 21240 
(301) 796-8300 i; ' ' 

^ Fall Ifl^y^." Legislative Acrivity !4 ^ 

The House ways and means committee has conducted an interim j^tudy on minimum com^ 
petency testing as a requirement for dll grade- levels* 
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^ ^ EducttHcn Commission of the States ' 



H 



■ r /* 



MASSACHUSETTS 



H 3284 



1977 



r, Legislation (Pendinf 



and Failed] ; 



CReported tn UPDATE VI» 
- 6/.1/77) . 



The state. board of educati<>n Is to develop ^xamLnatLohs for testing com* 

petenc/ in the areas of matnematicSf so^^ial studies^ science^ Gnglish/lLterature» 
language and busLnes^I Th^ tests are tb be rl»vLewed each year and admin Lstei;jod \ 
at the. end . of ninth* tenth ^d eleventh grades. The state board of education is y.- 
to establish passing scores for each test- and determine standards for a high school"^ 
diploma^ iiistied by the state.: Cl^te: dead ;jLn1 coinmittM.) 

Several other bills containing provisions for testing in the basic skill areas w^re 
introduced. Full text "copitf^ of these^bills were not in hand as this report was 
prepared — a mcnre completeljBUiKDary will be made in the next **Update.'* Status and 
bill numbers are; ' 

" 46DD - dead ^ j ' ' * ' * * / 

H S6S8 - re-drafted into H S949 I ' * . . \ 

H S9DS - C^tudy). de^ f ' v.^ . 

H 822 - dead ^ ' * 

H'2136 - re-drafted into H S949 ^ 
H 5949 - alive in House W^ys and Means Committee 

■ - . t ' ■ . ' " ' '■ • ■ ■ 

- 1977^ State Department of Education: (Reported in UPDATE VI\ 6/1/77). 

The state departp^nt of education, continues its study of high scHool competencies 
for the' state board of edu c^i^ on. ' 

The policy committee in an [|ihi»iin report* June 1977» recommended to*the state 
J board of education that they comlder mandating and testing student. competencies 

\in the' areas of comunication anc\computation. Several state level task force 
, groups are working en details of trhA^recoimttendation. ^The areas'of career infor- , 

^^matlon* social responsibility* environment-and culture are still iuider consideration* 

'\ . ' '-.^ ■ ' ' . ■ / ^ , . . \ ^ "■ ■"' 

The^state department of education anticipates the final recommendations^ including 
feedback from a series, of statewide hearings » will be made in June of 1978* 



- ■ Fall 1977t State. Department of Education : 



The; advisory^x^committee on high school g:raduation requirements established in Ma/ 
^f 1976 contiimes tb worle on procedures and policies for implementing a statewide 
^competenc^ stWdards progf^nu Two reports have been given to the state board of 
education 'tfitlii fxt\al recommendations to be. made in Jme of 1978. These recommenda- 
tlons>re to rj^flect citizen and educator reaction and recommendations. During; 
Noveiid>er and tMbcembe^of 1977'a serie^^of statewide workshops was conducted to gather 
this injputJ^ I- ^ ^ ' ^ ■* 



Tentatively the 'iproppsal traits fo^r all public sdiool students* by the time, they 
graduate frpm-v'hiph . school, (iemcftstrate aifainment of certain essential comr 
petencies., "E^S^tial cOmpet^ncie^sV are defined as the skills nfiiclt individuals 
need to function ^effectively in. most everyday social/ economic and political situa- 
tions,, Iji'^reWaqrett^ these skills'" basic skills (reading^ writing, 
speaking w'd^ computing) and lif^^ use and apply^^asic. ski/lls 
in realrlife activities. I \ y ^ 



EduiQtion Comiii&vAaii p/fA< Siatt$ 




MASSACHUSEtTS - Fall 1977, State Dopartment of Education (contijiued) : ' 

Six **ossentLai competency** areas have been idcntifLcd: (l) CommunLcatLon skills^ 
(2) MathoniatLcal skills^ (3) Career Information^, (4) Social responsibility, (5) 
Ehvirohment (sciepbe/ecology) and (6) Culture (history, the arts]* -To date the 
committee has xeccMpended standards in the ^irst two aroa)« 

Tentative implementation recommendation options call for testing to begin in grades 
'S fft 9 with local districts mandated to adopt ,.tha state requirements for high school 
graduation, ^ 

For more information on th.^ proposed essential competency standards 
program contact: ' ' 

^Les May " / - 

, . Bureau of Research and Assessment 
State Department of Education 
31 St. JIames Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02^6 

(6173 727-8497 ^ ^ ^ 



* 1977, Local District : \ 



go St on Is working to deviilbp a program of minimum <^oit^eten^cy, They'^are now devel^ 
oping objectives and criteria* The program is,.to apply to grades A parent 

'handbook has been developed for distribution to all parents so they nay assist 
their cliildren and supplement their child*s education. The thrust of the ^program 



is on Remediation. 



MICHIGAiN - 1976, Legislation CFailed) ; (Reported in UPDATE^ VI, 6/1/77)' 

— '. "^^ — \ ^ ^ ^ / 

^ HB 6679 Competency examinations for basic high school curriculum wodid be required 
by this measure. Certificates would be granted, V | 

,^ SB 1608 A student wouid be prohibitedVrom rd^iving a high; school Liplom^ unlpss 
a coii?)rehensive examination were passed. The^tj&ftt 'fif^ l^e prescribed by the st^te 
department of education and would reflect a i^^vi^^or. rea^^ appropriate 
for a high school graduate, ^ -X^y ^^' ^ • 

) - 1977, Legislation ^P^nding) : ^ 

. SB 744- Students cannot graduate from high school unless competent in the basic 
skills areas* No mention ^s ma^e of remediation for those failing. ^ 

- 1977, State Department o£ Education : (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 

The Michigan educational assessment program tests minimal performance objectives 
V^in reading and mathematics at grades 4 and 7 with-a recent addition of a tes\ for 
grade 10. The results of the. tests are reported on an individual, class, school 
district and state bases* Gyade promotion is noi the intended purpose of these^ 
^ tests^ 'Also 'mder consideration is' a lOth grade basic skilly test, 

^ , - ■ * ' ■ + 

.29_ - ■ ■ . * - . _ 
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MICHIGAN 



I97 ^':^r State Departioent of Education (continued^ : 



The Michigan 5tat$ board of education is consi<lering. the adoption of a 12th grade 
Qininiii contpetencjr test povei>ing life role competencies ia-four -areas: -C^)-?^^* 
5oAa1* nailjr and ooney* Cb) civic and social responsibilities^ Cc) aesthetic and 
)iuiDani5tiQ/'and (d) employment* 

- ' Fail*1977^ State Department of Education : 

The depart^nt of. education in conjunction with 16 school districts is working on 

10th grade^iife role competency objectives and test. The four life role areas being 

addressed are: (L) j^ersonal/family^ (2) employment* iZ) aesthetic* humanistic and 
leisure time and C*) civic/social/ 

For more information^ contact; * . / 

Ed Roeber 

' Supervisor* Michigan Assessment Program ^ 

State Department of Education 
P.0» Bbx 3p008 

.620 Michigan National Tower , ^ . 

.Lansing^ Michigan 48909 
C^17) 373-»8393 ' ' >^ 

- 1977> Local District ; 

Detroit The board of education ha6* approved a plan calling for students to pass 

a basic and life skills teat before, graduation. Thi3 program will affect the class 

of 1979» . ■ ^ " j ' ■ . 

■ \\ ^ ■ ' ■ 

For more information contact; ^ 



Stu 'Rankin . 
Assistant. Superintendent for Reseai^ch 

and Evaluation 
Detroit Public Schools 
C313) 494-1100 



MliNNESOTA - , 1977; Legislation (Cat^ied over) : ' , 

H)^ 44 Provides that the commissioner of, education; prior to June 20« 1978* shall 
establish desirable minijitum standards of reading/achievement for putpild completing 
grades 3« 6« 9 and 12* The bill also makes -an ji^PP^priation to the state depart^ 
ment of education for the development and disseminatitul of tests and for ^teachers 
and consultants * ■ ^w^^ ' " ' 

HF 118 Provides for a statewide program of assessment of minimal competency in 
reading* math* language arts and other general subject areas. - It would also pro- 
vide' for a program of remedial aid for the 25 percent of^xhe students who have the 
greatest need* * 



ERIC 
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MINNESOTA - 1977> Legislation (Carried ovgr> (continued) J . 

HF 1641 Requires the state department of education to ej&tablish standards of mini- 
mal" level competejtcy irt the basic skills for all students, in elementary and secon- - 
dary grades* It would also require ^stat^wide 'testing', pre a^d post, ^n grades 
K-12, School districts wouW have to -develop a basic skills assistance program 
to take care of remediation. The bill would prohibit the tracking of students and 
Would also mandate parent and cotkmiunity participation, 

(JfOTE: The three above house bills were assigned to the iqiftljnal standards subcom* 
mittee of the house education coinmittee. An interim study by this subcommittee 
will be conducted during the Summer and Pall qf 1977, 

SF 862 ' This bill would petmit students passing the General Educational Development 
(GED) test to be issued^ competency certific^f'^y^ , " 

- Fall 1977, ^State Department of Education : . ' 

'Hie minimum standards for^ secondary education, ta^k force established by the state 
board of education in 1975 continues its work on recQiomendations for a competencj|p<^ 
based testing program in :the basic skill areas* The task^force has re commend ed^'t hat 
goal statements be dravm up in six ^reas: (1), basic skills, (2) personal develop- * 
ment,'(3) communication ajrid culture, (4) survital studies, (5) mathematics, science 
andVeechtiolDgy. and (6) cateer and vocational, (Seventeen goal statements for these 
six a^as have been prepared for statewide reaction^ An el&borate process involving 
statewide meetings^ a questionnaire and a random telephone survey will be used. 
When this, process is completed the state department of education will draw up mini- 
mum standard^ for eventual adoption into state regulations, 

, For more. informati|n contact: 




Ray Peterson ^ " ^ ^ 

Minnesota Department of Education 
, 712 Capitol Square Buildiog 

St, Paul, Minnesota 55101 • 

(612) 296-2414 / ■ . , ^ . 

- 1977, local District : 

The St^ Paul'open school, under, the St* Paul Pub'lic Scho'.^, requires students, 
prior to graduation, to demonstrate profrciency in the areas, of: Consumer aware- 
ness, cultural awareness, ihfo^ation finding, community involvement, personal 
skills and career awareness. Students are expected to use these skills in a practi* 
cal €fXperience app4^c^tion exercise, ^ 

■ ■ " , ■ , , 

For more information contact: ■ "r - - 

Joe Nathan " . . . v 

*St* Paul Open School . 

St* Paul Publiic, Schools - \ 

97 East Centfar^AATenue ^ , _ 

St* Paul, Minnesota 55^01, 
' ' (612) 224-9421 , , . 

"v ■ , ■ ' ' ■ ■ ■ ' ■ . ' ^ > 

^ * it: * * it ***** * 
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■MISSISSIPPI - . 1977.. UsisUtion CFailed) : (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 



HB 


9S2. 


SB 


229S 


I — 




SB 


2423 



itablLsh high school profLcLency exaninatLon (died in committee) . 

- Fall 1977. State Department? of Education ; 

A subcommittee of the state accreditation commission has completed a year-long 
study of high school graduation Requirements as they relate to minimti^ competency 
testing. This report and recommendations will tfe sent to the full' tonaission in 
November of 1977. The accreditation commission will send its recommendations to ^ 
the state board of education later in the year.^ ' ^ 

^ For more information contact: 
♦ ■ , 

Dr. Ralph Brewer H ' * * 

Director; Division of InstruKion 
Mississippi Department of Education 
Jaclson^ Mississi^i 3920S 
(601) 3S4-6933 



MISSOURI - 1977^ State Department of Education : (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 

In 1976 the state board of education requested that the state department of educa- 
tion develop a test to measure the application of basic skills in the areas of reading* ^ 
mathematics, and government/ economics. In the spring of 1977 the 'department of / ^ 

education pilot-tested the Basic Education Skills Test (BE^) at grades 8« 10« 12 in ' 
SI of the,state*s 4S0 school districts. The test consists of 13 objectives in each* 
of the* three subject areas with tj^see test items per objective. The BEST instrument 
will be copyrighteji4)y ^e department of education, x % " / 

In the 19'*7-78 school year, local districts may voluntarily use the test in grades 
S^ahd above- In the 1978-^79 yeajr« '^e test will be mandated for all eighth graders. 

^ ' V. ; ■ 

The state board has not established graduation or grade promotion standards for the . 
test and is no| ejected to do so in the near future, ^ ^ — ^ ' , / 

- Fall 1977> State Department of Education : 

By November of 1977» 401 out of 4S6 school districts iiave elected to voluntarily - 
test ath graders during the 1977-78 school >ear. The test wrll be given in March 
aik April 1978 to 60,000 plus 8th grade students. The state department of education 
plans several analytic reports' following this preliminary test. All scuool .districts 
are mandated to give the 8th grade test ih 1978-79, * ' ' 

_ . - Fall 1977i Interim Legislative Action : . * 

The House interim coimaittee on fiscal affairs has pfe-filei a bill^which would 

, '■* ■ ■ . A. ■ 

ae 



MISSOURI * Fall 1977. Interim Leaislattve Action (continuod) : ' 

require the stdte.bqard of educatipn to mandate. miniaum student performance stan^ 'L 
dards in reading, writing and mathematics. (?jote: Bill number not jret availabie*!} 



■MONTANA - Fall 1977> State Activity : ' . ■ 

'the Montana school boards association is contemplating a statewide study commissloii' 
to study the Implications of creating a, statewide minimal competency testing program 

4n the state/ The association plans to involve representatives froa a variety of 
st^ite agencies, and education groups, . * 

For more information contact: ^ *: . 

Econard H* Sargent ' 
Executive Director ^ 
Montana^ School Boards Association . ^ 

SOI Sanders > 

Helena, Mbntana S9601 * . 

(406) 442-2180 

- Fall 1977, State Oepartment of Public Instruction : 

The department of public instruction is developing a position paper on competency- 
based testing* 

For more i|[iformation cohtact: 



Dr* Bill Connett 

Manager of Resources and Assessment 
Office of Public Instruction 
State Capitol^ 
Helena, Montana S9601 
(406) 449-3693 



i 



NEBRASKA ^ 1977>-:State Oepartiaent ^of Education : (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 

Bejinning in 1975 the state department of education has required local school dis- 
tricts to establish minimal performance levels* in readings writing and mathematics. 
Testing begins in the Sth grade and continues until mastery is achieved by eacH 
student in each skill area. 

To assist school districts the department qf education has developed the Nebraska 
Assessment Ba^tery>^ Essential Learning Skills (N*ABELS), Districts using the 
test agree to lise it for at least two years on a continuing basis in order to 
^.dentify students needing remedial assistance. The test is not to be used for 
grade retentio^i or ^>romotion. 
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NEBflAS^'A - 1977; State De^)ortment of Education (continued) : 

The state departih^^t of education is currently contei&plating a follow'up study on 
the use of this ir, (Jtruoent, 

^ Fall 1977,^ State Departnent d£ Education : - * , . 

A statewide assessment connittee* the educational progress committee^ is now com- 
pleting jft stL^//on new directions for state assessment. The final report Mill be 
presented ^to the 4tate board of education in December of 1978* ^ 

The defiarte^nt has al^o made some administrative and miner .technical changes iw 
the N-ABSCS test* 

For more information contact: 

Hugh Harlan ... ^ ' 

School Management Division " ^ . . 
Nebraska Department of Education ' 
233 South 10th Street"/ 
^ Lincoln^ Nebraska 68S08 ^ 
(402) 471-2444 

; or / . . ^ 

David Abelow 

Planning and Evaluation Division 
Nebraska Department of Education 
(402) 47X^2486 

- 1977f Local District : 

^ WestA^de Community Schools, District 66, Omaha, Nebraska has a program requiring 
high school students to pasv^.^J^^^^ of minimum coapetenry before graduating from ^ 
high school* The program was in effect for'the school yiear 1976-^77* The locally 
developed test measures competencies in seven areas: (1) reading, .(2) mathematics^ 
(3) written ccnmunication» (4) oral communication, (3) consumerism, (6) the demo-^ 
cratic process and (7) problem solving* 

For more information contact: 

James Findley 

Assistant Principal \^ ^ 

Ife^tside High SchooL ^ > 
School District 66 ^ - ■ 

^Omaha/ hTebraska 68114 f 
(402) 391-1266 , 



NEVADA - 1977, Legislation /Enacted): (Reported in UPDAT^yi, 6/1/77) 

AB 400 The state bd^d of education is to prescxibe\a proficiency examination in 
readings writing ancTmathematics which is to be administered at the end of grades - 
6» 9» and 12. ^Students may be proatfted^TO the next gra^e if they fail on examinations 

\ ' ' - 36 
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SEVADA * 1977, legislation (Enacted) (continued] : 

but remedial work is to be provided. High school graduation is cPntingcnt u[>on 
passing the exanination* 

* 1977t legislation (Failed) : (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/i/77) 

AB 293 Would require local school boards to administer comfX^encx examinations 
in reading, writing, cbntputation, American history and American government at the 
end of grades, 3, 6, 9 and 127 Promotion to the next grade and high school gradua* 
tion would be contingent on pissing the examination. 

AB 293 Would require public schools to-give competency examinations in reading, 
writing, computation, American history and American government at the end of grades 
6, 8, 10 and 12* Promotion to the next, grade and high school graduation would be 
contingent on passing the examination. 

/ A8 9 This bill would have the state bdard of education adopt and distribute to 
^each school district maintaining a middl^ school « junior high. school or high school 
minimum academic standarcls for graduation including performance indicators. The 
standards of proCicienc/ shall' include reading comprehension, writing and computa* 
tion skills* Different standards of proficimcy may be adopted for pupils with 
diagnosed learning disabilities, local boards>shall assess progress at least once 
dlrLng'7th and 9th grade and twice during tenths twelfth grades. Parent conferences 
and remedial work must be provided. 

SB 324 Periodic compreheTf^ive examinations are to be given at the end of grades 
3, 6, 9,^10, 11 and 12 in the subject matter areas of reading* writing, mathema* 

tics, American history, American government, .basic economics and basic logic and . 

reasoning. Failure of any examination' w6uld bring cn remedial work or a repeat 
of the course or grade. Studei^ts would not be promoted to the next grade or gradu* 
ate unless tests were passed^ Tho^ state department pf education is to prescribe 
the examination arid standards. 

SCR 14 Would have the legislative commi5s£o::i ^tudy the subject of pupil achieve* 
ment in public schools. The study may include the ^fol louring questions: 

1% How pupil acirievement in >;evada compares with that o£ otl^r states; 

2. Hfhether pupil achievement in Nevada is significantly lower-today than in the- 



past 

3. Whether school curriculum requirements throughout the itate are sufficiently 
cocq>rehensive and whether the standards are sufficiently rigid to ensure that pupils 
are adequately prepared for work or further education; 

4. Whether there is need for the legislature to mandate certain basic curriculum 
standards; * - ■ , 

5. Whether classroom discipline is a serious problem in Nevada schools and* if, 
so, the extent to which it affects pupil achievement; 

6. Whether there is a relationship between pupil achiev^ent and pupil-teacher 
ratios, and whether in Nevada the ratios have reached a critical level. 

7. What types of legislative action might be advisable df classrocas difscipline 
and pupil-toacher ratios are four i to^ be adversely affecting pUpll achievement; 

3. Whether minimum competency standards for ^ high school diploma should be in* 
posed, and if so, whether state -prescribed examinations should be used;. 

^ ♦ 
education Cammtmon of-jh* Sw^$ 



NEVADA - . 1977^ UgisUtion fPailed] CcontintJEedl : 



9^ If covlpetenc^ examinations should be requiredV at what level or levels should 
thejr be given and what procedure should be followed Jfor those who do not pass; iuid 

10* If diptosas are granted only tp pupili who meet, minimum ooopetency standards* 
whether x>ther t/pes of certificates, such as certificates of attendance, should 
given to those^ tfho^do' nQt meet. the standards* 



Fall 1977, State Department of Education : 



Jn order to implement AB 409 ^he state^dopartmd^t pf education has reformed an ad 
hoc coq|d.tte« to make reconendations to the state bbard* tn April of 1979 ^he - 
Stanford achievement test;.will be administered by local districts .to students in. 
grades 3 and 6* T^is £est was selected because of the short amount of time the . 
districts ,^ad to initiate a testing progr^. The state department expects to, \ssue 
an RFP for a new test in the suomer of 1978* Testing in the 9th grade yill begin 
in the 1978-79: school year and grade 12 in the 1981 -^8^ school year* - 



For more information contact; 

Dr* Hal Mathers ' 

Nevada Department of Public Instruction 

Carson City, N^ada 89701 

(702) 882-7154 



r. 



. NEW HAMPSHIRE, 1977. Legislation (Failed) : (Reported in, UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 
" \ ' 

Seven legislative bills related to minimal competency testing and high school sradua- ^ 
tion were introduced in the 1977 session. All were killed or sent to the House 
education committee for interim study, Fu^er information on these bills will be ^ 

, provided in the it^^t "Update/*' ' ! 

* * 1977, State Department of Education t (Reported in UptWT| VI, 6/1/77) 

Dr* Robert &runnelle» conaissioner of education, has appointee^ a cognittee to es^ 
tablisli cMpetency guidelines ^or local school districts to' use ill a5:*essing student 
compet«sicies in t^e communications and mathematics skill areas*. The _f Irstdraft _ 
of the ^(foi^etency guidelines' £br jpr^ 4 have been 'se^it^< local^^trict^^ for 
reaction/' It is expected that, the 4th grade guldellnes-jfill be ready for pilot ^ 
consideration in the^all of 1977* The guidelines for grades 8 and 12'are under 
development* 

- 1977, legislative Activitp (Failed and carried oVer) : 

tte 413 -EatabUshing a standard for high school graduates. Status: carried over 
to Interim study* ' 



i 



HB 482 Relative to the high school equivalency examination and school attendance* 
Status: • dead^t ^ . 



4u 
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Nth H^VMPSUIRE- * 197:', Lcttislativc Activity (Failed and carried over) CcOntinuctlj : 

MS JiKH Rciiuirins high school students to passSjN^tandard examinirt^ion in order to 
jjradujte. Status: dead* 

HB_9^* Authori^iins schoQl boards to release graduating high school seniors early. 
Status: dead. 

\, ' ' ^ 

SB JOS Requiring the sfate board of education to establish statewide educational 
jtaji3ards which C£u«t be met before a student may be passed to the next higher grade* 
Status: dead. 

- Fall 1977, State Dej)artiDent of Education : ^ 

The state d-fart^ent of education continues to work on the 4th and Sth grade com* 
pecency guidelines. Some of the material will be pilot tested in the spring of 
197$, Additional pilot testing will be completed in the 1978*79 school year. 

For additional information contact: 

Neal Andrew 

Deputif Coom^Lssioner of Education 
New Ktcq)5hire State Department of Education - 
State House ^ 
Concord,* New Hampshire 03301 
(603} /:71-5144 




NEii JERSEY r r^V^'Ugislation (Enacted) : (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) ^ 

\ ?736. Ch. 9T Thlis^jill calls^'for the state to set minimum reading and mathema* 
tics standards ^d fot local districts to provide renedial work* As amended and 
signed by the governor* local districts have the right .to set "interim goal lower 
than the state goals and to determine whether students are niaking progress towards 
these goals. If progress is not evident districts must conie up with a variety of 
solutions* one of^ which could be remedial work/ These **improvesient** plans may com- 
bine remediation together ^ith diagnosis of students^ study of a district's basic 
curriculum and pwent iny^olvetaent *y 

- 197? > StaT^t^Departaent of Education : (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 

In the 1976-77 school year> the New Jersey department o^ education administered the : 
educational assessment program in the basic skills/ This instrument, administered 
in October oi'l976, used the 6S% mastery level cut-off score for identifying stu- 
dents needing instructional assistance* Since the number of students identified 
was-quite large* the bottom 20% were judged to be in need of immediate instructional 
assistance* 

Since Januar>' of 1977« ten statewide committ^ have been working on a minimum 
basic skills test for grades 3, 6, 9 and 11, This test wiil take the place of the 
instrument used in the 1976-7? school year* In the spring of 1977, the craamittees 
have surveyed various groups (teachers* administrators* board members* students 
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NEW JERSEY - 1577, State Department of Education (continued) : 

and citi:;^ens) to build a list of minimal skills. The Educational Testing Service 
is under contract to develop an instrument which will be field tested in the fall 
of 1977. 

f 

- 1977, Legislation fPendingj ; 

AB 23S2 TKe graduation requirements bill ts still in comittee. It would require 
the state board of education to prepare a competency test for high school seniors 
to be ta};en in their senior year before graduation* The test would cover the basic 
high school curriculum and the basic skills in reading, writing and mathematics* 

- Fall 1977, State Department of Education : 

The department has a high school graduation study commission working the'^problem 
of combining basic skill competencies and course requirements. 

For more information contact: 



Dr* William Mathis 
Director, Educational Research 
State Department of Education 
225 West State Street 
Trenton, New Jersey 0862S 
(609) 292-3180 



************ 



NEW MEXICO - 1977> State Department of Education : (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 

Early in 1976, the state superintendent of public in struct loiT'appo in ted a task force 
to study the"basic skills* In the spring o£ 1977, the state board of education 
approved the >^w Mexico basic skills plan* This, plan xalls for local school dis- 
tricts to conduct minimal competence' testing at two different checkpoints in a 
student*s school career: ' ^ 

'The first of these is an early assessment to be conducted according to a Ideal 
district plan. A second checkpoint is a 10th grade proficiency test battery v^ich 
will be mandated for the fall of 1978 in which the graduating class of 1981 will 
receive a proficiency endorsement on their high school record if they have success- 
fijlly passed the test battery*" ^ . 

This proficiency battery viil consist of a versioo-of the Adult Performance Level 
(AFL) test and a writing sample^^This test battery was pilot tested on a sample . 
basis in the spring of 1977 with statewide field testing scheduled for the fall of 
1977* Standards have not yet been established for the cut*off scores on the battery 

TKe state department >of education is also working on a series of curriculum guides 
for the basic skill areas. - ^ 

* 

* Fall 1977, State Departmient of Education : — 

Statewide field testing of the APL test and writing sas^le is scheduled for ^ring 
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NEW MEXICO - Fall 1977^ State E)epartiMtnt of Education Ccontinued) ; 

of 1978, At cqpipletion the writing sample-tied test a complete review of the , 
entire prograifl is scheduled. Decisions on standards will grow out of and follow 
this review* 

For more Information contact; 

John Blanchet-Ruth ^ 

New Mexico Department cf£ Education 
. Santa Fe, New Mexico 87S03 
. (SOS) 827-2928 

\ * :^ * * * 



NB; YORi: - 1976, State Board of Education : (Reported in UPDATE VT, 6/1/77) 

The board of regents, on M&y 26, 1976, approved a resolution establishing the pass* 
ing of basic competency tests in-reading and mathematics as a requirement for issu- 
ance of a high school diploma, beginning with the graduating class of June 1979, 
These basic competency tests are critexion^referenced tests designed to measure 
basic adult skills necessary to function in an adult society. They were pilot tested 
in 1973 and xised on a regular basis in the 1976-77 school year* The tests are first 
given in the ninth grade and provide a basis for remediation prior to high school/ 
graduation. Curretitly the minimum con^etency cut'off point is defined as 65% of 
all items correct on both the mathematics and reading test* 

The board of regents has given approval for incorporating"niree additional tests 
into the graduation requirements effective in June 1980* The three additional tests 
would be in the areas of [1) civics and citizenship, [2) practical science, health 
and^ drug education, and (3) wxiting and language skills. 

The New" York State Department of education also administers the regents diploma 
program and the pupil evaluation program iPEV), both of which are related to evaluat- 
ing student performance in the basic skill areas* 

* Fall 1977, State Departinent of Education : 

The board of regents Will ^consider an additional mandate for testing 

in the areas of *friting, civics/citiienship, and health/science at a meeting in 

late November of 1977* 

For TObre info,TWtion contact: 

v' . ■ ■ 

Dr. Policy 

Acting Deputy Caoaaissioaer for 

Elooentary snd S«condar>' Education 
State Education Departaent 
Albany, Ne^ York 1:234 
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NORTH CAROLINA 



1977t Legislation (Failed^ ; 



S $ 0^ Would require all students to pass a minimal competency test in. reading, 
writing and mathematics before graduating from high school* " 

S $1 Would require the Ist, 2nd, 3rd* 6th and 9th grade students to take a state- 
wide standardized test measuring their progress in learning the basic skills* 

- 1977^ Legislation (Enacted) : 

HB 204 Requires the state board of education to adopt a test, graduation standards 
and'policies and procedures for implementing a program assuring that public and nbn* 
public high school students '^possess those skills and that knowledge necessary to 
function independently and successfully in assuming the responsibilities of citizen- 
ship/' ^ . 

The governor is to .aj^oint a competency test commission which is to make recommenda- 
tions ^0 the state board^^f education by Januao'y 1, 1978 on tests and skills to 
be measured* . 

HB 205 Similar to HB 204 but would create U minimtib competency festijig program 
in grades 1, 2, 3, 6; 9 and li. In grades 1 and 2 a criterion-referenced. test is 
to be used* and grades 3, 6, 9 and 11, a norm-referenced instrument is to be used* 
A separate competency test commission has been ^pointed to make recommendations 
and collect public opinion. > ' 

For more information contact; 

Betty Moore 

State Department of Public Instruction 
f Room 222 Education Building 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27611 
.(919) 733*3512 

- 1977/ Local Districtie : 

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg School Board approved. the following resolution in March 

1977: " . . 

RECOWEN'DATICKS -CONCERNING COMPETENa EXAMINATIONS AS A GRADUATION REQUIREMENT 

i 

1*, That the competency testing program be developed in reading and computation 
skills^ 

24 that the field testing be conducted this spring and that the data he collected 
for analysis by the pupil assessient director* 

3. That a planned individualized program be developed for those students who 
are unable to p^s the exanination^ Such a program would include psychological 
testinSt counseling^ individual evaluation, andxe^^edlal courses related to areas 
of deficiency* - ^ ^ 

4* That extensive work in other skill areas be built into tTte junior high school 
curricultai* 

5* That rhe reading managea^t syscem t^hich has been instituted for. the elemen; 
tary grades be fully utilised to monitor the skill development 9f each student* 
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NORTh\ CMyJLINA - I97J. Local Districts (c^tinuerf)" . 



The dais from Che management system would serve as a ^uLd^ for planning In^tiruc- 
tLon in skill development. 

. 6. lliat thft Board seek: to have the Charlotte^Mecklenbui 
development of the statewide plan now under stijdy in the 
to have local representatives appointed to the. Competency 
would function at the state level. 

7, That the relationship of the competency examxnatipn 
not -be determined until the field testing data Is available^ and the state Competency 
Test Commission has made its recommendations. A status report on field testing 
will be made no later than September 1« 1977. 



Plan considered In the 
:ate Legislature and seek 
^st Commission which 

the hi'gh school diploma 



NORTH DAkpTA - 19?r, Legislation (Failed! : (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/7?) ' ^ 

' f ^ ' , ' ^ ■ ' * 

H U60 This bill would have prescribed standards for the high school diploma and' wduld 
allow diplomas to indicate the completion or* an optional proficiency test/ 



H 1429 Title: A bill to provide accountability for quality education. T\\is Mi: 
Included rulds and regulations for high school diplomas and would have established 
minimum education skills In mathematics and communications along v;lth a uniform 
t^st to measure' these skills. 

H 102, Title: A bill to provide for educational management Information with 
educational accountability capabilities, -r , - ' - 



Fall 1977, No New Activity R6t»rted > 



IT- 



OHIO 



1977^ Legislation (Pending) t 



' H3 6 This bill would have the state board of- education develop a comprehensible 
achievem^mt examination to be administered to all pupils, in grades 3, 6* 9 and 11 
as a prerequisite for promotion to the next grade levels The grade 11 requirement 
is to be MZ before a student can graduate from high s^^ocil. 

Note: Hearings on this bill^ree;q»ected to be held in the suamwr of 1977. A' 
substitute bill har^e^ drafted. In November of 1977 the bill was still techni- 
cally alive In subcommittee. ^ . _ ' 

, . ■ 

- Fall 1977, State OeiJartment of Education : 

l^ie state board of^educatioh^ has, after listening to a presentation of ti;ree alter- 
native ^dels C^titev state/local and iocai) developed^:^- a state suyerL^itehdent 
pf public instruction-a^point^ed task force consisting of state education agencv 
^taff me!!tbers, Has given peniission to the Ohio Oepartmenf -^of Education to 
proceed with a/series c£ meetings with representatives of the major education 
groups, local'educators, 'and community. 
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OHIO - Fall ;977i State Department of Education fcont'iriuad) : 

Infonnation gathered at those meetings will be used to determine standards, j^ri^e 
levelSi intervention strategies^ and types of exams, ^ ^ 

^For more information contact: 

- James Williams • - ^ 

Consultant, Division of Planning 
and Evaluation , \. . 
Ohto Department of Education 
6S Front Street 

Columbus, Ohio 4321S . - 

466-4838 -f-^ 




OKLAMX^U 



1977, State Board of Education : 



(Reported in UPDAJLJa^-fiZillZl 



In the spring of 1977, the Oklahoma education coUnclT's commitree on basic skills 
, and minimal coc^etency testing presented the following^recommend^tions to the state 
.board of education* They were adapted by the board in April of 1977: ^ 

. 1, That the Oklahoma educatiorC' cou^cjd- request thjB state department of education 
d(»termin€ whitt Oklahoma school districts are presently doing to increase reading 
readiness and tedding skitlsrin K-3 and to report its findings to the^^council* » 

:^ Tnat tlte Qouncir reqtj^st the state department orf education to encourage sdioq^^ 
^ districts to strive for small class groups and longer time periods' during the school 
day :for teaching basic skills,* 

3. "That the <;ouncil request tSat the state department of education gather data 
through testing in the basic learning area of reading, (Many groups and individ- 
uals have expressed interest in knowing the achievement levels of students in 
Oklahama',s public schools, Miniawm competency testing has been widely discussed. 



but there is lack of adequate data on which to reach understanding or to make 
decisions.; I^fonitation on how Oklahoma is doing in this critical area will t 



be- provided to 
further actio n,) 




then 



Oklahoma Education Council together with recommendatiops for 



4r; That the cowtaisLynquest that the state department of education in its long- 
range sti^y of certification give special attention to tlie area of prep^ation for 
teaching Vending skills ajc both the eleme^aiy and secondary levels* 

* ' , * ■* - " ' 

That the Oklahoma education council request that the state department of educa- 
tion 4tncourage local school districts to limit the time lose from basic classes- 
.because of school activities, - 

The state department of education has proceeded'with recommendation n%ober ^Aree,V V' 
In the fall of 1977, a standardised^ test win bd given to 15,000 students y 
random ^sample" basis, in grades, 3^ 6/ 9 and 12, The ?est will measure the -ba|rc - . 
skins .in grades 3, 6 and 9 and sUnrival skills in grade 12, 
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OKLAHOMV - Fall 1977, State Department of Education : 



The state department of education is conducting a study of certification require- 
Mnts and the preparation of teachers which is related to recommendation four of 
the Oklahoma Education Council* ^ 



For more information contact: 

Dr. Milt Lehr^ 

Oklahoma Education Council 

Room 4-K 

State Capital 

Oklahoma City* Oklahoma 7310S 
C40S) S21-2193. ' , ^ 



■ . r 

ORECKW - 1976. State Board of Education, ;> (Reported in UPDATE VI, <>/XiTi^ 

le^state board established neV graduation requirements in 1972 with local distircts 
^ reuiiirea^^ro"-fHa~4 iM plans hf July of 1974 for the class li'f 1978. New 

Vequiwments were linirii <7Tr u ft^li I 'Ljjji< hmi "^ini^ attendance and required competencies' 
'in personal* social and career areasT [Tr5TTi<t4..,2re to develop their own performance 
indicators* * . . 



Revisions in 1976 still require districts to adopt competency statements and per- 
formance indicators in al| areas by 1978* By then* however* districts must verify 
that students have minimal competencies covering only the basic skills C**read» listen* 
analyze* speak* write and compute* using the basic processes**) in order to receive a 
high school diploma* Schools will not be responsible for certifying whether students 
have attained other cMipetencies until the graduating class of 1981. In other words* 
instead of assessing go^s in all program areas C^*g* language arts* health educa- 
tion! business educatfon)* districts will assess, the reading, writing and conputing 
skills in three programs of their choice beginning with the class of 1978* Assess- 
ments inadditional areas as identified by local districts will be due b/^ 1981.^ 
Persd^l development* social respon;iibility and career development were originally - 
mandated' as headings for the additional competency areas* but the 1976 revisions^ 
now allow districts to choose to use these headings, of to develop their own replace- 
' ment areas for them. The revisions also eliminate a clinically worded section oft 
diagnosis and {irescription* but retain the concept as an option for districts* J 

T>ie plan alsflf requires elementary schools,' to establish programs that offer student ; 
opportunities to acquire skills and knowledge applicaMe to the competencies re(iuire<tf 
. for graduation. * ■ i ? ^ 



• Fall 1977^ State Department of Education : 



No new activity at state level* School districts continue to carry responsib^ity 
for implementation of minimal competency testing and standards* ^lass of l97f^Hl^'ll 
be the first group of students to have moved through high school under new pi 

* . 1977, local District : CRe^prted in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 

Parkrose School Oistrictj Portland ^^gorts^Biinimal competency activity* 
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PENNSYLVANIA - - 1976> Ugislation fFailed) : 
^ ' ^ ' * ' ^ ' : , , ■ • 

H8 lio [died in coiroltted - A 47S'>page Proposed school code revisibnl. The measure, 
would require each, school district to determine whether or not its studdntis have 
< developed minimal competencies wUt^in mai^dated courses Ca^ademic SkilU) and to 
measure student abili^ty to cope ^th Certain specified probleiAs encountered by adults 
:<surviv4l skills)* It would obl^^ate the state department of education to develop ; 
'a procedure asses$ studtat p^rfoikonce in :the academic skills learned through ' 
mandated programs and *to re^iort annually to the legislature regarding the degree 
^ pf academic and survival skills attained by studaits at various grade levels together 
ff and to na^e recomoendations for improving the; educational , program^ , It further pro- 
vides that» four years ^ter HB 770 ncooes law, a, written statement ^certifying 
which conpetenCiw have been attained 1)y each student must become part of the student 
permanent record* « 

- 1977j Lejjislation [Pending) : 

HB 669 , This bill is similar to HB 770 which failed in 1976* ^ It contains the same 
section on minimal competencies and includes approximately 3S changes in other sec^ 
tions of the code ^rom ^the /i976 version* 

^ - 1976» State Board of Education : ^ 

The state board of education adopted a position paper (JIan* 1976) on comiikmity leam^ 
Ing that directs the secretary of education to put before the state board of educa* 
tion within 12 months a {/lan for public education that defines curriculum in terms 
of coq}etencies students^ should be acquiring at various grade levels, rather than 
In terms of courses and credits* and that marshails the human and physical resources 
of . the entire cqntanmity- in the development of such competencies* State department 
of educatlon^officials are working with connunitieSi td establish competencies/ 
Project 81 is the title given to the-*effprt. 

The Project 81 plan was adopted by the board of education in November Qf 1976. 
A baseline testing instrument will be administered in the fall of 1977, Work con- 
tinues on complete definition of competencies » grades K-12* 

^ 

- Fall 1977> State Department of Education : ' 



The department of education has given top priority for the next five years to Pro- 
ject 81. The goals of this endeavor are: '****\to define tiie skills* knowledge 
and abilities foung people need to cope with the\ demands of adult life; to Include 
people frw the coaaunity as active piitticipantsUn the educational system;, and 
to soke sure^ students are actually prepared for tne wor|d beyond graduation*** 

** >T 

tn oit^T %b reach these goals, 12 school sites have been selected as imvdels for 
Projeet'Si; By Move^er 30 of 1977 these 12 districts will have pr^pare'd and sub- 
mitted competency statements* These will receive statewide^review and be ready. ^ 
for adopt i<m by February^-^f 1978* Following this activjlty the 12 school sites will 
look at graduation requirements and ig^bmlt plans they would like to test between 
1978 and 1981* . , w' 



PENNSYLVANIA - Fall 1977, State' Depaytment of Education fcontinued) : 



For'tDote' information contact: 

Judy Bauer Zaenglein- 

Pro)ect 81 director 

Pei^'sylvania Department of ^Edtication 

Box. 911 ' . 

Harrisburg. Pennsylvania 17^26* 

C717) 783-500S, 



RHODE ISLAND - ' 1977, State Department of Education : (Repoxted in UPDATE VI, t/Ull) 

In 1974 « the Rhode Island de^ngftDieprt of education developed a master plan for evalua- 
tion designed to determine how vwell the stai^ educational system performs with re- 
spect to critical educational ains; and what isajor changes need to be instituted 
to effect improvement in that performance* The objectives of the master plan which 
relate most directly to interest in competency-abased exiting requirements are: 

1* FoTnulating State Objectives . 
To specify high-priority statewide educational objectives in oeasurab^le terms for 
approval the board of regents* ^ 

2* Assessing Achievement of State Objectives 
To id^Xiiy and compare alternative strategies for determining the extent to which 

statewide educational objectives are being achieved* 

.J 

^ By 197S» l^jor activities had been initiated under Objectives^ 1 and 2» and these 
included: 




Definition Vf '*Life Skills" aA Related Performance Indi^fators . a publication by 

of Cdi 



the Rhode Ishuid Departm^t of education* 



Three cognitive skills were ideiTtified as high-priori:ty learning oOttcomes for Rhode 
Isltod students; comprehension* analysis and evaluation. Since ^nimai coopeteilcy 
in the exercise of the three **life skills*^an be demonstrated in an infinite variety 
of ways* a reasonable subset of 75 performance indicators was identified by the 
Rhode Island Department of , Education* These indicators were^keyed to the regents^ 
educational goals for education^ but were devi^loped to indicate competency in the 
underlying three skills- ahd to be content indepofident, ^ - ^ 

These performance indicators were ccwpi led and circulated throughout the st>ite j^v 
public reaction in a booklet* Schools and Skills , , 

Construction of test items related to the life skills and performance indicator^ 
began in 197S and approximately 600 itc^s were produced* The majority of Items 
are multiple^choice* paper-pencil format. However* open-ended items* items u%ing * 
audio-visual materials* and items hecessitatintf^ral responses wer^ aHo developed, 

A sanple of the tot a^ po6l of items was pilot.tested iri Rhode Island schools in 
the, spring of 1977* Results >Will be reported and analyzed in June 1977, 



RHODE ISLAND - 1977^ State Department of Education (continued^ : 
Pilot of Statewide Assessment Program 

♦ 

in 197S*76» the statewide assessment pilot project used both norm^referenced.and 
criterion-referenced tests for different age groups to measure the achievement of 
\^ basic skills, . ^ ^ . \ 

The norv^referenced test was the lot#a Test of Basic Skills* administered Co a'somV ^ 
pie of students in grades 4 and 8,^ The cTiterion-rS^erenca4» t^st used was a spe- \ a 
/ cially developed test of skiljls based on objectives and tes>^tem5 developed by the Y 

National Assessment of educational Progress and the adult performance level study, - 
This test was administered to a sample, of IT-^year-old students. Depending on the 
results of me pilat test^ Rhode Island Department of Education (I^IDE) items will 
eventually be incorporated into the criterion-referenced component of the statewide 
assessment program, ' ^ 

Work on the criterion^^referenced component of the statewide assessment program has 
' generated interest in stwlying the advisability of moving into competency-based 
diplomas. The spri^ 1977 pilot test of RIDE developed indicators and items was 
j lfcsigned to yield, information on the adequacy of the Indicators and items as mea- 
sures of the state objectives and "life skills,*' In addition to test results and 
data analysis* Jason ^Ulaan of Cornell University has been engaged as a consultant 
to critique the ir^icators and items and'to comment on the feasibility of using, the 
indicators beyong statewide assessment » e,g,» as a basis for competency'^based high 
school, graduation requirements, • ^ 

- Fall 1977^ State Board of Education : ^ 

The department of education has prepared a draft policy statement o« competency- 
- based diplomas which was presented to the state board of regents in November of« 
^M^ji^ Sriefly* the policy statement proposed: 

CI) A dual appr^i^h to defining high school competencies statewide tests and n 

local district ii^tlative, 

C2) The competency testing program should begin early so as to permit rcmeaiatlon, 

C^) The department of education would give technical assistance tQ local districts. 
Public hearings would be held^ / ' 

(4) Standards would be set by the state and local distiricts, 

(5) The statewide test would be taken from available RipE items. 

The plan calls for a period of public review thi(ough the spring of 1978 followed 
by formal adoption'and the 'develo|»Dent of rule/'and regulations, 

/ . ^ ^ * - ^ 

J For more infonnation contact; ^ " " 

Cynthia Hard ^ 

Coordinator of Research and Evaluation 
Rhode Island Department of Education / 
199 Promenade Street v 
iPtbvidence» Rhode Island 02906^ 
* /' C^Ol) 277-3126 ' 
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^lAu CAROLINA - 1977. legislation (Pending) : "(Reported in UPDATE VI, ^1/77) 

H 2055 Would establish a minimum achleveaent-'level testing program for public school 
pupils administered by the state board of education. It would require pupils to 
annually meet prescribed program standards for grade promotion and provide summer 
schQO# remedial procedures for jupilh'who fail to meet' them. For the 1977-78 school 
year the testing program is to be instituted only^far the first grade tdth movement 
up to the next grade the following year until all twelve grades are included* 
^(Assigned to the education committee to be carried ov^r to the next session.) Note: 
Protision was made in the general appropriation's bill to create a IS-^person task 
force to study this issue* 



191^^ State Board of Education : (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 



The standing committee on textbooks and instructional materials of the state board 
of education 1^ studying the issue of minimal competency testing. , 

* 19T7, Interim Legislative Action : 

The task force to study minimal ccnnpetency in the basic skills was created by the 
following provision in the budget bill: ^ 

"The Speaker of the House of Representatives and the lieutenant Governor shall each 
app^nt four members of their respective houses to a Special Joint education Ccm-^ 
mittee to Study Minihal Competency in Basic Skills. In addition to the legislative 
mefib*t^^>jrovided tor above, the Speaker of the House of Representatives ard the 
Lieutenant Governor, ox their designees, shall be members of the cosnittee* The 
condttee shall appoint nine nonlegislative members to provide public input and 
educational expertise to the committee. - The (^omittee shall conduct a study on 
matters relating ^t^ minimal competency in basi^ skills and report its findings and 
recomendations to^'the General Assembly as soon as practicable. Members of the 
committee shall receive such mileage, 'per diem and subsistence as provided by law 7 
for state tearJ^,coGi&ittee^ and copmissions. Expenditures for the coomittee shall 
not tXQee<i gJxt^^y^£i\'e hundred dollars. Upon filing of its report to the General 
Assembly,^ {l^e CDctmlttee' shatl terminate/' - 



Under the chairmanship of It. Governor Brantley Harvey, the task force expects to 
complete Its work and have a dr^ft of a bill available by Oecenber of 1977. 

For aore information contact: 

Richard McLawhom 

General Assembly^ legislative Council 
P.O. Box 11417 

Columbia. South Carolina 29211 
(303) 758*2234 . ^ 



SOOTH DAKOTA * 1977^ LeglsUtlve Interim Activity ; 

The interim committee on taxatlOl^^11<ld hearings and conducted a study of minimal 
competency testing during che fali oif 1977* 



TENNESSEE • 197?, Lttgislatian (Failedl ; CSeported in UPDATE V[, 6;i/77) 



H 6^3 The fimdanental education act of 19TT placed emphaaia on the teaching of 
lahguaje arts and loathematics in the «laaentar:/ ^ndei C^^led in conxnittee]. 

S a 03_ SUilar to H 543 Cwithdraviii) . 

H 360 and S IZ^O The full text of cheae bill3 was not available as this report 
wa5 prepared. A aiore complete summary will appear in the next ''Update." 

• 197T, State Department of Education : 

The C3iisi55ioner of education at the request of the state board of education appointed 
a task force to study hijh school jnduation requiresenti . \s a result of the work 
of this coaaittee a proficiency ^xaaiinaticn was jiven (pilot basisj zo Kijh ichool 
seniors in :* siHools in the spring of 19"7, 

T?.e tasx forte is expected to continue its work '•h^n the TMulti rT :hii ztsz are 
avaiiable, 

• ?aU State Board of Sd ucaticn: 

In eariy Novestcer cf 197* the state board of educaticn ipprcvec a tro^raa sandatinj 
that the hi^h schcoi diplooa be as^ardei zz st^uients parsing a tasiJ skills pr9fi- 
ciency test, T!^$ prosraa ^iiL be ir. effect for the ^racuatins class :f l^iZ, - r:ie 
hijh s^-:cci jTadi^axicti tes" be first sivtn to jimicrs i:i 13S1 ar.d '■•ill consist 

of reading* aatheoat ics , s^asiaar and spelli:;^ •rittsn at appr^xiaatel/ the ith-ith 
jrace achievement le^^el. The test '^lil be similar the 2er:ver ?^ test '*hich -as 
piloted in the state in 157"* 

Iz also 7eccamer*ded t-:at preliainaTy tests be ^iven c::ce in grades 3, 6 
and once ir, grade 3- Ucai districts vculd held responsibility fcT these tests 
-ihile the state >rfOuld be resrcMibie for the jraduatich test. Kci)»ever, m the 
interim before 13S1, the 3th rrade test will be handled bv the state. 

. ; .. J!!» ... - ... 

~or sere xnrorsat xon c^n * . ii* r - * /cm** ^ni'* f*^* 

^.^-^"^ Assistant CoCTissijcner of iducatirr. / 

Nashville, Tennessee ***ri^ 



X 

TEXAS t9". Legislation 



ailedV . ^^Repcrtec Lt UP2ATE V;, t;'l, 

HB SIZ A bill dealing with proficiency testing ^as Lntrcducec but did -ct iet a 
heartng with. the House education coaaittee. More inforraticn cn this bill i^ill 
be included in the next '^Update/' 

* Fall i9TT, State Departaent of Education; 

The Texas assessmnt project is working on high school ccapletion objectives for 



TEXAS * Pall 1977, Stato Departaent of Education (continwdj : 

* 

tssential nading and ^artikesatics skills. There are no sc^^ide mandates for 

* Pall 1977, Local Districts : ' J 

Seven urban school districts have formed an urban compact to develop ^neasures of 
essential reading and ttathematics. The school districts are: Austin, Houston, 
Dallas, Forth ttorth, £1 Paso, San Antonio and Corpus Christ!, 

For aore infonation contact: , 

. Keith Cruse * 
Director, Divijion of Educ^onal Assessment 



Texas State £j|fation Agency 



UTAH * 19TT, State Board of Educaticwi : 

In January of 1977 the srate board of educatioirf' approved changes in the high school 
jraduarion requiresttnts nandatinj local distiruts to measure basic competencies 
before students couid graduate fruo^high schooK Local districts can select the 
test i II I T nrniri^ and establish the cut<^cff stanclards* The skill areas to beUssessed 
are: reading, writing, speaking, listening, arithmetic, democr|tic governance, 
consuaeriss and prT>blem solving. The requirement is in eff^^^or the graduating 
class of 1930* 

For aore inforaaiion contact: 

>r* Lertie WinJet 
^ iU^cciate Superintendent 
"State Board of Education 
136 East South Tearple 
Salt take City, Utah 3-:ill 
[801] 533*3431 



- isrr. Local District : 

Jordan School Pis^ict ts woricing on a goal-based education aanageaent systea aiaed 
at using crlteTioa*re£eTeitced tests to assist with curricular rer^ion* Minima exit 
standards for gnduation are wder study, 

foirsDre inforaation ccntaftt: 

C* iSevon Saaderscn 

Director of Educational Systess 

9361 S. 400 East 

Sady. Utah S4C"0 

CSOl) Z53-6«91^ 






/ 



VERMONT - 



1976^ ^tate Board bf Education : 



(Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 



The Veroont, board of education, a% its meeting on July 20, 1976, accepted ^ set of 
basic competencies in reading, Waiting, speaking, listening, and aathetaatics ^Xle 
deferring action on competencies, in reasoning for further developvent* The board 
also stipulated that by ^ 1981 mostfery of all of the bi^ic competencies is to be one 
requirement for graduation from high school, unless the pupil has a liaitlng'handi* 
cap and completes an approved^ comprehensive; muiti*year plan* 

A pupil progress record on which- the ma^ttery of the basic coopcftencies is recorded^ 
will be maintained fqr each Vermont pupiU Superintendents will report information 
concerning pupil achievement of the basic competencies co the commissioner of educa* 
tipn with their annual statistical reports each August beginning in 1978. The infor^ 
mation required in xhis report will vary from year to year* 

- fall 1977 State Department of Education : 

School districts arc now working oh local procedures ^and policy for reporting pupil 
progress in the basic competency areas* The state board did not mandate how dis- 
tricts were to reach this goal* Testing may or may not be used depending on local 
decisions* 

* 

The recomendation. for the competency area of reading will be presented to the state 
board of education in December of 19^7, If approved, school districts would have ^ 
t0 certify this competency for the graduating class of 19S2. 

t^or^re infonoation contact: 

Dr» ^;arlene Russell 
Director of Elementary and 

Secondary Education , 
Vermont I^artnent of Education 
Montpelier, Vermont 05602 
(802J 828-3135 " 



VIRCINIA > 1076. .Legislation fEnacted) : (Repoirted in UPDATE Vl^ 6/1/77) 

HB 2Sfe ^Standard of Quality Act) The constitution of Virginia calls for the state 
beard of education to prescribe standards of quality for the several school divisions 
subject -to revision by the General Assembly* - One of the goals of education in Vir- 
ginia iSvto aid students, consistent with their abilitieSif^to become *co]q)etent in 
the fundamental academic skills. Each -school division ^is to give. highest instruc- 
tional priority-to developing the reading, communications and matheii^tics skills . 
of all students with. particular attention to the primary grades (1-3) and the Inter- 
mediate grades (4*6)* Remedial, work for loW*achieving^ students shall begin upon 
identification of student need*^ 



By September of 1978, the state board of education, in cooperation with local dis- 
tricts, shall establish specific minimum statewide educational objectives and a 
uniform statewide test in reading, co^amications and mathematics skills. The test 
is to measure yearly progress for^ individual students* The Act also sets standards 



ERIC 



VIRGINIA - J976, Legislation [Enacted) {continued) : 

for^ career pn^paration^ special education. Jfifted and talented students, personnel, 
teacher preparation^ testing and measurement^ accreditations, planning, public in- 
voWesent and district policy manuals* 

- 1977^ State Board of Lducation : 

In th« spring of 1977 the state board of education approved a resolution calling 
for a Binimal coorpetency testing jJrograa as a requirement for high school gradua- 
tion beginning with the class of 1981* The board resolution reads: 

"A student shall t>e eligible to graduate from the accredited secondar) school last 
attended during the regular school term upon successful coapletion of the graduation 
requirements set forth in these standards. Students coo5>leting graduation require- 
nwnts in an accredit44 'unmer school sBall be eligible to graduate from the School 
previousl)^ attended ^litisif-the regular school term when the summer school credits 
are earned in cocipIiir^*c with summer school regulations set forth in these standards. 

In order to graduate fH>n ait ^accredited secondary school and receive a high school 
diplo;aa in Virginia, stu<fencs thall earn the number of units of credit^prescribed 
by the Board of Education and be able to demonstrate to the satisfaction of local 
school officials attairt^nt of the following minimum competencies: ' 

1* Functional Iiterao' in co&Qunicative ll.ills including the ability tc^r^ad^ 
unte and speaii^ 

Z* Computational skills including the ability to work with decimals and percent^ 
aijes to the extent that they can effectively participate in society as consumers; 

2, A basic knowledge and understanding of the hiscor>' and cultures of the United 
States* including concepts and processes of democratic governance and our economic 
system; ^ * 

4» The ability to pursue, higher education in postsecondary schools or gain 
employment as a result of having gained a job-entry skill/' 

For sK>r^ information contact: 



Carl Rieha 

Virginia Ocpartaient of Eiducation 
Box 6 C 

Richmond, Virginia 22U6 
- C8D4) 786-3895 




*ASHLNCTOS - 19*6^ Legislation fEnacted ^: (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 

58 50 26 Requires that school districts* with CDnounity participation ,s'54I deve lo? 
learning objectives for grades kindergarten through eight* The state departMnt 
has interpreted that these objectives will be stated in -behavioral tenns and that 
the objectives will be measured for actual stuiient attainment at lea>t annually, 
Coopliance wizh the, law will be oonitored through the program approval process for 
the^ allocation of stare funds. 



HB lS45t 1976 Requires that all fourth grade students be given a standardi;:ed 
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KASKINCTW - 1976, Legislation (Enacted) (continued) ; 

achievement test in the reading, oatheokjltics and language arts* This test was just 
administered in October 1976 with the results to be used by school district^ and 
parents to compare tiveir children's achievement level with those of other pupils in 
the district, the state and the nation* The law also provided that a sample of 2,000 
students at the eighth and eleventh grades be tested for the same purpose. The school 
districts are encouraged to establish a Separate test for the, second grade. for the early 
identification of pupils needing assistance in language and computational skills. 

- 1977, Legislation (Pending) : (Reported in UPDATE VI, 6/1/77) 

Senate Substitute 2886 and En_grossed Substitute House Bill 960 both finance bills. 



e Hoi 

have the potential of creating an operational an^ financial definition of basic 
education for Washington school districts* On Jtx^e 1 the bills were in conference 
conittee awaiting final legislative action. 

One of the bills, ESH3 960 , sets forth three criteria for measuring basic education: 

1) It would aefine literacy as knowledge of those skills necessary to learning, 

2) It would define the curriculum by program hours; i,e,, in grades 4^6, it would 
require 2,835 hours of instruction with 90 percent of them in basic skills including 
reading/language arts, mathematics, social studies, science, music, arts and physi- 
cal education; five percent would be in work skills such as home and family life, 
sfK^p, business and office education and another five percent Kould be left up to 
district discretion, 3) It would allocate* the money based on a ratio o^ students 

to staff with full financing on the state level by Sept, 1, 1979. The bill does ^ 
not specify a student/staff ratio but would allow this item to be included in ^ 
b'jdget bill each biennium. 



the 



Of special interest in Washington is a court case, Seattle School District ^1 v. 
State of Washington ^ in which Judge Doran# in a lower court decision, ruled that 
special levies could no longer be used to fund an '*aaple basic education/* Reason- 
ing tAat the legislature had not provided enough jaoney to fund ^ ample basic edu- 
cation, he declared 'that special excess levies for basic education were unconstitu*. 
tional* However , he clearly pointed out that such levies would be constitutional 
if tney were used to support enrichment programs. 

, An important point that has been missed is the declaration that education is a con- 
stitutionally guaranteed right. Judge Doran concluded, "Article IX, Section I, w 
is a substantive provision Imposing the paramount duty upon the \tate and creating^ 
by implication, a correlative right of equal stature for the children of the state*,. 
(Emphasis supplied,) 

* 

Although this is not a state syprfeme court decision, it appears that» if the deci- 
sis is upheld, the future of Washington school finance will hinge on the definition 
of an *'aq)le basic education,** 

- Fall 1977, legislative Interim Activity : 

The House and Senate interim legislative comittees conducted studies of minimal 
co^>etency testing during the fall of 1977. 
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KASHINCTON - Fall 1977, Ugislative Interim Activity (continued) : 

For more information contact; 

kris Van Gorkon 
RASearcH Analyst » Senate 

Education Comittee 
Legislative Building 
Olympia, Washington 98504 
(206) 753-1SS6 



WEST VIRGINIA * 1977^ State Departpent of Educatio n 



(Reported in UPDATE VI, . 

6/1/77) > 

No formal action has been taiten by the state board of education or the state depart- 
ment of education* The departmen^^of education Is giving technical assistance for 
currtcular changes and the identification of "essential coispetencies'* in the various 
subject areas* 

- Fall .1977, State Department of Education : 

The department of education is working on a process to establish coopetency state- 
ments (expected learner outc(»aes) in each subject area, grades K-^12. Those state^ 
ments will be tied to the 17 goal state;Rents odopted by the state board of education 
in 1976* ^ ' 

For Dore information contact; 

l)r» Daniel B. Taylor 
^ Superintendent of Free Schools 

, Qiarleston, West Virginia 3S30S« 

(304) 348*2681 * 

• 1977^ Local District ; 



/ 



iCana^ha County ^ Charleston Several district-wide study coonittcHR^ have »£onBended 
to. the board of education a plan calling fot a two-part high school diploma/ ih€ 
second part of the diploma will be a tjranscript listing the in<^vidt]^ student^s 
basic coDpetency attainaent level. It is proposed that a test/be used at grades 
3, 6 and 9 for the identification o£ students needing renediation, A high school 
test vill be cither developed locally or purchased* Readinft^and mathematics are 
the coopetenc^^eas to rec^^e £frst attention. Final bo^rd of education action 
was taken in Jimt of 1977» 

For more information contact: ^ 

Dr» Catherine Candor 

Director of Research. Kanawha County Schools 
200 Elizabeth Stree^t 
Chariedton^ West Virginia 2S311 

(304) 348-7770 ■ " . ' 
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^(IS'COPiSIN - 1977. State, Departaent of Public Instruction : (Reported In UPDATE .VI, 
f ■ . . ' ■ , 6/1/77). 

/In January of 1977, Barbara Thompson^ the suporLntendent of public LnstnictLon^ 
J 4ppoLated a 20-person task ^^^ori^o .to study conpetency-based education in the funda- 
/ Mtital subject areas of r^adiftg\ wrLtlt^si. and mathenatLcs* The task force final 
.J reconc^\|^ ions will be suboLttcd to the a^tate superintendent In late June of 1977. 

The CJttM i^rce will reconnend ^ree OOfleU of action the state department of public 
instnicr^pa ^aigh1^^ take. The Jfirst wili center on local school district developed 
and detei?aUo4*^^ ^tofiflards ^Lih some department of public instruction (DPI) 

assistance ifi tini^' fom tes^ ite» data haHik; the second would make use of the inter- 
nediate Scfhci6i cllstricts by having clusters of districts work together; and the third 
would be a research and experimmtatlon modei asking the DPI to study the issue until 
1981, ^ ^ ' 

- Fan 1977, State Departoent of Public Instruction : 

V' — ' ' 

The deparrdetf of pubiic insttuction has an internal committee reviewing j:he ,rec* 
omendatv^t %f the task force. ' 

For more inComation conwact: 

Dwight Stevens 
Deputy State Superintendent 
Department of Public Instruction 
126 Langdon Street 
Madison. HisconsiB S3702 
^ (608) 266-3390 ^ * 



WYOMING ' " 1977. State Board of Education : , A 

In September and November of 1977, the h^pmihg State Board of Education approved 
the following policy statement: 

'*Ml graduates of ^iXS^^^B Public High Schools will have completed a required secon- 
dary school program and have demonstrated proficiency in the basic skills essential 
to effective adult citizenship. Minimum state requirements for the issuing of a 
public high SfhooX diploma include: 

1.^ successful- 'coqtletion of a program including credits or units identified in - 
the Myomlng ^chooi Accreditation Standards equal to a regular coMrse loan ^extending 
through the senior. year of high school 

2* sufficient attendance in courses and programs to gain fully the educational 
and social benefits of the secondary program 
*3. an ability to read* write* and coiftpute with proficiency* and 

4. an understanding of the process and structure of democratic^ governance and 
our free enterprise s/steift. ' / 

Verificat£on of the state standards for. graduation is the responsibility of the 
local school district working in conjunction with the state department of ^education. 
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WYOMING - 1977, State Board of Education Ccontinued) : 

Local school dlsjlrlcts arc required to establish their ^wn standards of competency 
and program requirements for ^^aduation and encouraged to go beyond those minimum 
i»tandard5 established by the yitate board of education/* 

Several staff conmil'ttees in the Wyoming department of education are working on 
statements or guidelines clarifying this board policy* 

For more information contact: 

Dr. tlobert .Schrader 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Office Building West 
Cheyenne^ Wyoming 82002 
(307) 777-7673 



U,S, CONGRESS " 1977 Legislation Pendi 



Representative Ronald ptottl (D) > member of Congress from the 23rd District in 
Ohio, introduced two identical bills--H* R. 6088 and H* R. 7116--amendlng Title 
VIII of the Elementary <and Secondary Education Act. These bills called for states 
to establish a program of basic educational standards before theyxould receive 
funds under this Act* The bills also called for the establishment of a National 
Commission on Basic Education to review state pfans and set standards. Hearings 
on. these two- bills were held in September of 1977* In October of lp77, Mottl 
introduced a third bill, H* R* 9S74* This bill also carries the provlsloh for ^a 

.National Commission on Basic Education and would have states give a proficiency 
examination in reading, writings and mathematics td students in grades 6» 8> 10, 
and 12* The new, bill stipulates that this test not be a requirement for gradua^ 
tion or grade promotion but does call for remedial* programs for students failing 

.the test. 

The full text of H* ft, 9574 is included in the appendix. 
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XS THE EOirSE OF ^REPRESENTATIVES 

OcTOBpi 14,1077 

Mr. MoTTL introduced the fol1owingy1>fn; which vfos referred to the Com- 
mittee on Edt^tioo and Labor 



A BILL 

To amend the Elemeatoiy imrl Se^ndm Ei^tication Act of 1965 
to provide assistance for the establisnU^fi^f basic standards 
'Ox edacotional profi<nenc7 applicable to public school stadent3.' 

, 1 Be it enacted hy the Senate and Boiise of Bepr^enta* 

2 HioeB of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 Thatxtkle YIII of the Elementary aiid Secondaiy Educatioa 

4 Act of 19^5 (20 IT^.O. 881 itseq.) ameaded by adding 

5 at the endjthereof the following ne'cir section: 

T / "Seo. 8lk faj (1) a State educational agency (or a 
8 local edacatioQai\ageijcy in the cas«\6^i&ay such agency 
^9. whicb U located ia\ a State in which the State educational 
10 agescjr-does not panidjttte'tn the pn^rom under l^is ^^ec- 



1 -tion) may receive Inanoial assistance nniler this section by 

2 ; tabmittin^; to the' Commission established under sabseption 
i * (b) (1) an application wHch provides assurances that such 

4 educational a^ncy will establish and implement basic stand- 

5 arda o£ educational proficiency in aocordance with a plan o£ 

6 snc^educational agedcy approved under subsection (b) (4) . 

7 Supi standards ^hall indude the ndmlnbtration of proficienoy 

8 ei^iminatious Trhi^j^;|imarily measure proficiency In read- 

9 ing, writittg, and mathematics to each student enrolled in 

10 public schools in the Stntc or school (li.'^trict iuvolT|g^ 

11 "(2) Such examinations sliftU be fitlmtnistercd to a 

12 student at the begtnniog of the academic year at Uie sixth, 

13 eighth, tenth, and twelfth grade levels. , . ■ 

14 " (3) A^aiising grade in any such exnmmatlon shall not 

15 be a requu'ement ^necessary for advancement In grade level 

16 or for graduation from secondoiy school]/ 

17 "(i) Aiy^ student who foils any suth exammation shall 

18 be provided Vrith an opportunity to participate in a remedial 
: 19 program m the subject nuitter covered by the examination, 

20 "(5) .Each such examination ;shalkbe designed to test 

21 proficiency in writing slcills, Seading-and comprehension;, and 

22 inuithematics skills and comprehendon, Such examination 

23 shall onphitize testing the. ibility of n student Xo use and 

24 understand 'language and; to read with faoli^ and under^ 



1 "(b) fiy 3$er8 is hereby established a coinnussion to 

2 V be known ikb NatnmoLCqmuussIon on Basic Educatiou 
3" (hereinafter in this section refeiTcd to as.the Commission') , 
4 "^2) TIte Commission diolt be c<pnpo^ed of fifteen 

1^ 5 naembers OS follows: / * 

' $ " (A) three 'i^pointed by the President from amoi^ 

7 individuals serring on State boards of edacatidn;, \ 

8 " (B) three appjointed by the President from amon;j 

- ■ ■ ' ^ - . ■ .- . , * ■ 

9 indiTtdnals s^pi^hg on local boards of ednration; 

* ' » - 

10 " (C) three appointed by the President from among 

11. persons employed as. teacjiers in secondai^ school sysf 

12 terns; and - 

13 * "(^) six appointed by the President from mem-- 

14 ^ bers of the general pablic, ' 

15 " (3) Members of the Commission shall serve 'without 

16 pay. While away from their homes or regular ptec^ of 
IT btmnesa, metabers of the Commissioi^^haU be allowed tray^f/ 

18 expenses, int^ding per diem in lieu of sab^tence/ in the 

19 same iounner as\persons employed intenaittently in the 



20 QoTenui^nt service are a^wed e;cpenses ' nnder secttoa- 

21 57(» (b) of ti^ 5, TJmteH States Code. 

22 ** {4i) The Conifitussion sJiaUr^- x 

23 " (A) establish a series of basic standoiids of edu- 

24 cational picoficient^, including tests for measuring such 

25 proficiency/ deigned to evaluate the reading, writii^. 



X and mntheniatics skills of students at the sisthi eighthi 

o , tenth, and tweUtih grade lleVels; and moke such series 

3 available to any State or local educational agency which 

4 requests the series in ci>niiection wliih an application 

5 : for assistance under this section; 

* 6 ".(B) rerierr applications for assistance under this 

7 section submitted by State or local educational agiencieSi 

:3 and the plans contained in, such applications for the 

0 * J estabU»Iiment of bUsic standards of educational proBci- 

10 cn<^ in accordance .wi^ subsection (a) ; and 

11 "(C) approve such applications and plans if the 

12 Commission determines-^ standards to be establis^ied 

13 bear a -reasonable relation to the educational profici- 
ency needed by students at the vurious'levels measnre<!U^ 

15 "(5) Each, State educational a^enc> and each local . 

Ij educational agency which desires to receive assi:>tance under 



17 this section shall submit the plm referred to In paragraph 
1? ' (4) (B) at such time and in such manner as shall be es- 
1? .tablished by the Commission, or after the . termination of 
20* the CommissioUi by tEe Commissioner of Education. 

21 '*(6) The Commission sHall transmit a report to the 

22 President and to the Congress, no later than three years after 

23 the effeotive date of this section, which contains a detailed 

24 sba^^ent df the activides of the Comznisstpn mider this sec- 

25 tion. The Commissmh sTwlTCease to exist thirty days 'after 
26. liia ttansmisabn of such report The Commissioner , of Eda- 



' 2 this section after the tenniaation of the existence of the 

3 CoQunlaaioiL 

4 "(o) (1) In the case of any scboul distnct in which 

5 Standards of educational proficiency under thi^' 8ection/i iu* 

6 chiding the proficiency examinations, are not in effect, the 

7 Commisaioner of Edacation shall carry out & program of 

8 making sad^examinations araUable directly to any student 

9 attending public schools in such, distnct^ npna the ren^nost 

r 

10 of any parent of such student. 

11 " (2) The Commissioner of Education shall carry out a 

12 program of grants to Stat# educational agencies ^and local 
'13 educatiouJ agencies in the. case of any such agejpi^y which 

li is located in a State in which the State educational agency 

15 does not participate in the program under this section) m 

. 16 such amounts as \the Comimssioner of Education considers 

IT necessary to assist such educadonol agenoifis in preparing 

IS und admimatering basic standards, inclading eJuuuinations, 

Ifg submitted to the Commission under subsection (b) (4) {B) , 

20 and to pajy the costs of providjng remedial programs to 

21 students in accordance with subsection (a)j4). 

22 There are hereby authorized to be appropriated 

23 to cany^out the pifevisions of 'this section sndi sums oa^ may 

24 be necessary for the fiscal year ending September SO, 1978, 

25 ' and for each of the four fiscal years thereafter.". " 



wtn €nvfinr4Ui 
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A BULL 

Tti miwfKl Ihe Rtnnenlmy «tkl jSeocmlMy Kilii- 
- cat inn Act of tOOS to pioVitlo wtaUnr« for 
«^ llw vMliiMlslinwRt of lifiide alamlinhiyf i 
fnilotml iTtnftclfncjr i|iplk«bfB to jmbllo ' 
arbool litiKletilii. ^ 



' lijr Mr. tfffm* 
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Anderson, Barry 0., The Costs, of LegisUted MiniMl Coapetwcy Re<mirgtwnt5 . 
Paper prepared for the four regional conferences sponsored by the 
Education Cooiaisslon of the States and the Hational Institute of Educa* 
f tion, fall 1977. / , ^ 

• * ' - " 

Brickell, Henry M.. Seven Key Notes ^ on Minimal Co»petency Testing . Paper 
presented at four regional conferences sponsored by the Education 
CoMiission of the States and the National Institute of Education, fall 1977. 

Brodintky, Sen,. •*8ack to the Bwics: TTh;' Hovesient ind Its Meaning," Phf Delta 
Ka ppan . March 1977. pp. S22-S27. , 

Clark, Janes P., and Scott 0. Thoason, Cogpetency Tests and Graduation Reyilre - 
nents. Paaphlet published by the National Association yof Secondary School 
Principals, 1904 Association Drive, Reston* Virginia /2290K 

Clark, Jdaes P. and John Chaffee, Jr.| Mew Dlaenslons for Educating. Youth: A 
Report ont/aerica*s Secondary Schools * Report of a conference/ Jointly 
published thit U.S. Department of liealtk^ Education and Weffare and the 
Hational Association of Secondary School Principals, available fron the 
U.S^^vemsent Printing Office CI976--679* 230/427; Region VIII). 

Glass, Gene V., Standards and Criteria . Monograph prepared 'under a grant ifrora 
the Carnegie Corporation. ^ , • . * 

Green, Thomas P., Minimal Edwattonal Standards: A Systematic Perspective . ^ 
Paper prepared for the fouf regional conjterences sponsored by the. " 
Education Commission of the States and the'National Insi^itut^ of Educa-^ 
tipn, fall 1977. V 

Greene, LeRoy F., '^e State Assessment (^estlons— An Answer,** COMPACT , 
Summer. 1977,' Vol. XI, No. 3. 

Kelly. E. W./ The Politics of Proficiency . Prepared for the four regional 
conferences sponsored the Educaticm Commission of the States and the 
National Institute of Education* fall 1977. 

• * * . * 

HcClung/ Merle -Steven, "CMpfetency. Testing: ^^o^jptla^l for Piscrlmlnatlon," 
Clearinghouse Review , September 1977. . 

Mitchell,, Douglass E. And William G. Spady^, '*Co^petency Based Education: 

Organizational Issues and Implications,** Educational Researcher , Vol. 6, 
No. 2* Februaxx 1977. 

Natlonar Association of Elepentary School^rlncipals , The Myth of Measutabiliry . 
Hart Publlshlnir Conpany, IS West Fourth Street, New Vork, New Vork 10012. 
39^ I»ages, $S.9S, {Wper. ' 

National Association of Secondary School PrincTpalt^ Graduation Requirements . 
Report of a Special Task Fotce of the^ Assoc iatjlon, 197S. - National 
Association of Secondary School l^dncipalSi^ 1904 Association Dtive, 
Reston, Virginia 22091. 
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HinLttftl Competency BLblLograph/, continued: 



National Asiociation of Secondary School Principals* Secondary Schools In a 
Changini Society: pis *fe Believe , a statesent on secondary education 
prepared .by *the Task Fo'rce on Secondary Schools in a Changing Society, 
1975* /Motional Association of Secondary School PripcipalSi 1904 Associa- 
tion DV|jre, Restoiti .Virginia 22091, 

Pass6««t M Harry, Secondary Education Retora: Retrospect and Prospect ^ a Sachs 
t Heaoriar Lecture on Secondary Gduc:ition for the lecture serlos of April, 
1976. 'Teachers College, Columbia University, New York* 



Pipho, Chris* '*MliiiaAl Co^tency Testing: A Look at State Standards,' 
Mucational LeadershC, April 4977. Pp, 516^520. 



Tractenbergi Paul L., The Legal Iwplicatiofts of Statewide Pupil Perforaance 
Standards , Pap<(r prepared for tKe four regional conferences sponsored 
by the Education Coanission of the States and the National Institute of 
Education, fall 1977. 

U.S. Office of^ Education, Region VII, Coapulsory Education, a s uawan^ of 

presentations nade at a, regional conference, held on llecemtr 3-4,^^975, 
U.S. Office of Education, Regi?^n VII, Kansas City, Missouri ^ ^ . ^ 

Wise, Arthur E. , A Critique of Minimal Conpetency testing . Paper prepared for 
. the four regional conferences sponsored by the Education Comission of the 
States and the National Institute of Education, fall 1977, 
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